Parental, emotional, and physical
abuse that may be upsetting to
readers.



WAS THERE
EVEN A SINGLE
POINT IN YOUR LIFE...
WHERE YOU WANTED
OR LOVED ME?







YOU REALLY
WANT THE TRUTH,
AVALINE?

VERY WELL.



NOT ONCE
IN MY WHOLE LIFE
DID I EVER WISH
FOR CHILDREN.

I NEVER
WANTED YOU.







I CAN BARELY
EVEN STAND TO
LOOK AT YOU.










JUST LIKE
IT IS YOURS!

JUST LIKE
IT IS5 CAMILLE'S!




JUST
LIKE IT WAS
MY SISTER'S!

AND JUST LIKE
IT WAS THE DUTY OF
EVERY OTHER MATRIARCH
DAUGHTER THAT CAME
BEFORE U5/




AND IT'S
BECOMING MORE

AND MORE OBVIOUS THAT
I'M THE ONLY ONE THAT IS
INTERESTED IN MAINTAINING




UK YYVA

OF RELENTING TO SELFISH
IMPULSE/




I'M THE
ONLY ONE WHO
CARES ABOUT OUR
TRADITIONS!

NONE OF
you HAVE A SHRED
OF RESPECT FOR ALL
TUHAT I HAVE DONE TO
KEEP THE SEVERIN
FAMILY NAME
INTACT!




YOU'RE
ALL S0 GOD
DAMN WEAK

WILLED.










yoU HAVE
YEARS OF TEACHING.

GENERATIONS OF
TRADITION...







BUT ONE
CONVERSATION
WITH A LEROUX AND
SUDDENLY YOU FOLD
AND BUCKLE UNDER
ALL OF IT.
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YOU TALKED
TO CAMILLE FOR
TEN MINUTES IN THAT
CAFE Ak&%d.OOK AT

IT'S
PATHETIC.







BUT YOl
WANT TO KNOW
THE WORST PART,
AVALINE?




IS THAT...
EVEN THOUGH 1
HAD BEEN CERTAIN
THAT CAMILLE'S FATHER
WAS, SOMEUHOW, HIM.




AS THE
YEARS WENT
ON AND I SAW NO
SIGNS... T STARTED
TO HAVE DOUBTS.

FOR A
TIME I THOUGHT
THAT 1 WAS
WRONG.







I REALIZED TUAT
SUE WAS BETTER
THAN You.

STRONGER.
FASTER LEARNER.
SHE EVEN USED
TO BE LOGICAL.










YOU'RE
THE ONE THAT
ASKED FOR THE

TRUTH.

YOU MUST
SUFFER THROUGH
HOW THE ANSWERS

MAKE YOU FEEL.

AND
MAYBE YOU'LL
FINALLY LEARN
SOMETHING.
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IS5 THE
LESSON THAT
I ALSO HAVE TO
SUFFER FOR YOUR
FEELINGS, TOO?

TO JUSTIRY
WHAT YOUR MOTHER
DID TO TEACH YOoU

ALL THAT YOU'VE

TAUGHT ME?




TO JUSTIRY
YOUR OWN WEAKNESS
WHEN - EVEN THOUGH

YOU COMMITTED TO
HER LESSONS - AUNT
ABRIELLE WAS STILL

BETTER THAN
your

YOU'RE
THE ONE THAT'S
SECOND BEST. YOU'RE
ONLY MATRIARCH
BECAUSE SHE'S-
















INSUBORDINATE.

AND
CHURLISH.




ALWAY
SOME SHAME THAT
I DIDN'T HAVE TWINS

LIKE THE REST OF
OUR FAMILY.

I'M GRATEFUL
THAT I DON'T HAVE







THEN
AGAIN, MAYBE
THAT'S YOUR
PROBLEM.

PERHAPS
YOUR TWIN WOULD
HAVE TURNED
OUT BETTER.




MATRIARCH
ATUALIE.




you SHOULD
PROBABLY BE PREPARING
FOR YOUR MEETING WITH
THE MATRIARCHS.
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AH, YES.
YOU'RE RIGHT.

THANK
YOU SOPHIA.







ALSO TAKE
AVALINE TO HER
ROOM AND MAKE
SURE SHE STAYS

PUT.

OF COURSE,
MA'AM.







STILL
CAUSING HER
PROBLEMS AFTER
ALL THIS TIME,
HM?

MAYBE
yOou SHOULD
HAVE DONE A BETTER
J0B AT BEING MY
NANNY.




YOU'RE
WASTING YOUR
TIME, You
KNOW.

IT DOESN'T

MATTER HOW MUCH
SHE LIKES YOUu.







MY MOTHER
VALUES TRADITION
TOO MUCH. THE ONLY
CHANCE YOU HAVE AT
BEING MATRIARCH IS
IF BOTH ME AND
CAMILLE ARE DEAD

OR MUTED.




WELL...

ONE OF THOSE
SHOULD BE TAKEN
CARE OF S00N
ENOUGH.







SILVIA
STANDS A BETTER

CHANCE THAN YOU
DO.

NOW YOU'RE
JUST LYING. MY SISTER
WAS ABRIELLE'S FIRST
FOLLOWER. THERE IS
NO WAY THAT WOULD
HAPPEN.




HURRY UP
AND GO IN YOUR ROOM
SO0 I CAIK()JI;..OCK you
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