


AVALINE-



YOUR HAIR-



MOM SAID
THAT T WAS TIME
TO GO BACK TO MY
NATURAL COLOR.

SINCE THE
TLHE DONOTZ WEDE A~AETTINA









BUT- YOU COULD
HAVE JUST TOUCHED
Uup THE ROOTS?

YOU'VE BEEN
BLEACHING YOUR
HAIR FOR AGES-




you
LOVE BEING
BLONDE-






IT'S dUsT
HAIR, CAMILLE.

IT DOESN'T
MATTER.



WE'RE NOT
KIDS ANYMORE.
I NEEDED TO
GROW UP.







IT MATTERS
BECAUSE T WAS THE
ONLY THING SHE LET

yOUu HAVE.
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CAMILLE!
LOOK WHAT




I MANAGED
TO SNAG THIS FROM
ONE OF OUR COUSINS
THE OTHER DAY!

HELP ME PUT
T IN?




yOU SURE
ABOUT THIS?
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MOM BE MAD?

WE STILL
HAVE TWO WEEKS
BEFORE SHE COMES
BACK FROM VISITING
DAD IN FRANCE-

SO I'LL
ITHER THINK OF
A GOOD EXCUSE BY
HEN OR I'LL GET
IRED OF IT AND
TURN T BROWN
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TRY IT OUT FOR
MYSELF...

SOMETHING
JUST FOR ME.

OH- AH - CRAP
THIS STUFF BURNS!!
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GO0D
AFTERNOON,
LADIES.

I5 THERE
ANYTHING THAT I
CAN GET STARTED
FOR YOU?
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UM,
JUST AN
ICE TEA FOR
NOW, PLEASE.



I'M FINE
WITH JUST WATER
THANK YOU.

GOTCHA!







WELL,
yOoUu WANTED
TO COME AND TALK
IN A VERY PUBLIC
PLACE...

ABOUT A
VERY PRIVATE
MATTER.

S0 LET'S
GO AHEAD AND
GET TO IT.










I WANTED
TO SAY SORRY,
AGAIN.

I MEANT
WHAT I SAID ABOUT
ATHALIE BUT I SHOULDN'T
HAVE TAKEN (T OUT ON
YOU LIKE THAT.
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AND I'M
SORRY FOR KEEPING
you IN THE DARK ABOUT
WUHAT'S BEEN GOING
ON WITH ME.

P ™ Do )
PR S

A - L
- LI -
e

I WAS 4
PARANOID BUT... |
I SHOULDN'T HAVE 3
LET T FORM A RIFT
BETWEEN US.




THE TRUTH
1S I'M WORRIED
ABOUT YOU... T WAS

HLIADPDIAA TIIAT UNRti



FIVT 1IVASY T I/

WOULD COME BACK
WITH ME TO THE
MANOR...

TAKING A
BREAK FROM HER
WAS GOOD FOR ME.
AND T THINK (T WILL
BE GOOD FOR YOU
TOO...
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| ACCEPT YOUR
APOLOGY.






BUT I CAN'T
GO WITH YOU.
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BUT WHY
NO_FV;—I SILVIA

S GOING TO
HAVE A BARRIER
PUT UP SO YOU
WON'T HAVE TO




SHE HAS BEAU.

- '




vou were ) g
» . TOBEN MAY
B/ LAVE BEEN APART
| FROM YOU, BUT HE
WAS (N’ SAFE

KEEPING.



BUT BECAUSE

OF EVERYONES
SUDDEN AND VERY LOUD
DISOBEDIENCE SHE FELT
SHE SHOULD TAKE THE

EXTRA PRECAUTION
OF LOCKING HIM
AWAY.

ON TOP
OF A BLOOD
SlGlL.




HAS
TOBEN EVER
BEEN HURT?

OR HAVE
YOU ONLY HEARD
ABOUT IT IN YOUR
BOOKS?







FAMILIARS
ARE A PART OF US,
IN A WAY. THEY CAN'T
LIVE IN THIS WORLD WITH
ouT Us.




BUT BY
THAT SAME COIN...
THE PAIN YOU FEEL WHEN

THEY ARE N PAIN (S RATHER...
SUBSTANIAL.










THAT'S AGAINST
THE RULES TO HURT
HIM LIKE THAT-

WE NEED
TO REPORT T
TO THE LACOUR-
THEY'LL STOP
HER-
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SURE ABOUT
THAT...
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FAMILIES ARE LEFT
TO THEIR OWN DEVICES
UNTIL THEY LEAK INTO
OTHER FAMILY BUSINESS.

THE LACOUR ONLY
GOT INVOLVED WITH
THE GREEN HOUSE
FIRE BECAUSE THE
DUPRE WERE
ACCUSED.

ALL THIS
15... IS A MOTHER

DISCIPLINING HER
CHILD.

BECAUSE




ANOTHER CHILD GOT
REBELIOUS.




THESE ARE
FAMILY AFFAIRS. MEANT
TO BE DEALT WITHIN OUR
OWN FAMILY. ONLY WE KNOW
TO CONDUCT OUR
BUSINESS.

t AND YET
HERE YOU ARE...
WANTING TO BUILD
BRIDGES WITH OTHERS
S0 BADLY... YOU WOULD
READILY ABANDON
YOUR BLOOD.
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BUT SOMEHOW,
DESPITE THAT,
MOTHER STILL GIVES
YOU CHANCE AFTER
CHANCE.

DO YOU
REALLY THINK
IF SHE KNEW THAT
I HAD FAILED THE



RITUAL SHE WOULD
HAVE GIVEN ME
ANOTHER
CHANCE!?

DO YOU
THINK SILVIA
WOULD HAVE BEGGED
TO GET ME SANCTUARY?
DID SHE EVEN WANT YOU
TO COME HERE TO
FIND ME!?




NO ONE
CARES ABOUT
ME. MY ENTIRE LIFE
NO ONE HAS GAVE MORE
THAN A PASSING GLANCE

TO MY EXISTENCE!







TN I THOUGHT
WHEN YOU MOVED
IN I HAD FOUND SOMEONE
S8l  TUAT CARED - BUT IN TRUTH
YOU ONLY WERE TOLERATING
ME THE ENTIRE TIME
WEREN'T YOU?

SHUT Up!







YOU'RE JUST S0
FUCKING SPECIAL, HUH?
YOoU HAVE NO IDEA WHAT (T (S
LIKE TO BE NOTHING BUT A
DISAPPOINTMENT.

SHE LET ME
GET AWAY WITH MORE
BECAUSE SHE DIDN'T CARE
ABOUT WHAT I WAS DOING.
BECAUSE SHE EXPECTED
THAT I'D FAIL.

MOM WANTED
you TO WIN! SHE WOULD




RATHER HAVE ¥YOU BE HER
HEIR THAN ME!

BUT YOU'RE TOO
FUCKING STUBBORN, AND
YOU REFUSED TO LISTEN T0O
HER TEACHINGS 50 sSHE'S
gty BEEN FORCED TO SETTLE
SRS T FOR ME!
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HOW MUCH YOoU
WHINED OR MOPED
AROUND. NOW MATTER
HOW MUCH YOU TALKED
BACK OR GLARED.



EVEN WHEN
YOU WERE BEING S0
UNLIKABLE, YOU WERE

STILL MORE WANTED
THAN ME/!




I TRIED-
I'VE TRIED S0
HARD- BUT EVEN
IN THE END-
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HE DOESN'T
WANT YOU.
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How
PATHETIC.
I KNOW THAT I
SOUND PATHETIC.
WHY DO I CARE WHAT
EITHER OF YOU THINK
OF ME... WHY CAN'T .
I dUST...
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THE POINT...
OF ANY OF
THIS...
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JUST...
COME HOME.
STOP ALL THIS
NONSENSE...




AVALINE...

NONE OF
THAT S TRUE-




I CARE
ABOUT YOU-

OF COURSE I
CARE- YOU'RE
LIKE A SISTER
TO ME...

BUT (F YOU
SPENT TIME AWAY
FROM HER YOU
wouLbD UNDERSTAND




“WHY I CAN'T GO
BACK...

YOUR
MOTHER..

SHE'S A
TERROR. AND I'M
STILL REALICING THAT
THINGS SHE DOES...
THEY AREN'T NORMAL-
IT'S NOT HOW YOoUu
TREAT FAMILY-




BUT
WUAT?? you
CLEARLY ALREADY

MADE UP YOourR 2=
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...WHAT DID
YOU MEAN...

WHEN YOU
SAID “IF SHE
KNEW THAT I
FAILED.”
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