


IT'S ONLY BEEN A
COUPLE OF HOURS BUT
NORMALLY SHE ALWAYS

HAS HER PHONE.

DID ATHALIE TAKE
IT FROM HER?



STILL... AFTER ALL
THAT I DID. T UNDERSTAND
IF SHE DOESN'T WANT TO
TALK TO ME RIGHT NOW.







I'M GLAD YOU
DECIDED TO COME
IN FOR DINNER.

THE DUPRE ARE
OUT ON THE BACK
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HUH?

OH-




I'M TIRED OF KEEPING
SECRETS BUT I FEEL LIKE
DENDRO WOULD BE A BIT
MUCH RIGUT NOW.






JUST LIKE Yol
GUESSED EARLIER.

I PUT UP A
BARRIER FOR
PRIVACY.




ANYWAY,
SILVIA-

THERE (5 SOMETHING
THAT I REALLY HAVE TO
TALK TO YOU ABOUT.
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YES,
THERE (5
SOMETHING T WANT
TO DISCUSS WITH YoU

AS WELL.

LET'S GO
SIT DOWN
FIRST.







DO YOU EVER
GET TIRED OF LIVING
OUT HERE, SILVIA?
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IT IS BUSY RIGHT
NOW, OR WHEN ATHALIE
VISITS, BUT NORMALLY 1 AM 5
MAINTAINING THIS OLD MANOR A4
BY MYSELF.






IT IS NICE
TO HAVE COMPANY
LIKE THIS FROM TIME
TO TIME.

BUT FOR
THE MOST PART I
ENJOY MY PEACE AND
QUIET.



BUT BACK
TO MORE SERIOUS
MATTERS... SHOULD

YOU GO FIRST OR
SHOULD I°







... YOU CAN
GO FIRST.
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7VUK AUV
CALLED ME.

I WAS AFRAID
OF THAT.



SHE WANTS
ME TO HAVE YoU
RETURNED TO THE
CITY HOUSE.

SO THAT You
CAN MEET YOUR NEW



SUPPOSED FIANCE AND BEGIN
MAKING ARRANGEMENTS
FROM THERE.




BUT I'M
NOT GOING TO







I'LL ADMIT...

IT BREAKS MY
HEART THAT YOU ARE
SURPRISED BY ME
SAYING THAT.






I ALREADY
GAVE YOU TO HER
o ONCE BEFORE.

AND I HAVE
REGRETTED IT EVERY
DAY SINCE.










AND THAT WAS
BEFORE I KNEW WHAT
SHE WAS CAPABLE




I DON'T THINK
ANY OF US REALLY
KNOW WHAT SHE (5
CAPABLE OF.






'RE

you
PROBABLY
RIGHT.

SUGGESTION
THAT MIGHT BUY US

SOME TIME WHILE WE
SORT THIS OUT.







I WOULD

LIKE TO CALL THE
LEROUX -

PERUHAPS THEY
WILL BE ABLE TO CREATE A
BARRIER SIMILAR TO THE ONE
THEY HAVE AROUND THEIR
ORCHARD.

ANYONE WHO
14 IN UERE WOCLIL DN'T



BE ABLE TO COME BACK [F
THEY LEFT - SAVE FOR YOU
BECAUSE OF YOUR
BLOOD-




BUT NO ONE
WOULD BE ABLE
TO GET IN. S0
ATHALIE WON'T
BE ABLE TO
TAKE YOU.

STOP ANYONE
FROM COMING IN...







BUT THAT
WOULD MEAN...









I GUESS THAT
TIES INTO WHAT
I WANTED TO sAY
TO YOU RATHER
NICELY.




I WANT
TO BRING AVALINE
HERE. SO I WANT TO
GET HER BEFORE THE
BARRIER [S PUT

UP. sue 1sh'T
SAFE WHERE SHE







AVALINE?

ARE YOU
SURE?



THE BIGGEST
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
AVALINE AND I... IS THAT
I KNOW WHAT [T 15 LIKE
TO NOT BE ALONE.




SHE NEVER
HAD A TWIN LIKE YOU
OR ME - OR LIKE HOW
MY MOTHER AND ATHALIE
WERE. TWINS IN OUR
FAMILY ARE SO COMMON
IT'S ALMOST EXPECTED

AND YET...
SHE WAS




NOTHING BUT HER
MOTHERS WORD.
UNTIL T MOVED

IN...




AND THEN I...

I LEFT HER ALONE AGAIN...
BECAUSE SHE REMINDED ME
OF SOMETHING I WANTED
TO FORGET.




BUT SHE
DESERVES TO

BE FREE JUST
AS MUCH AS

I1DO. 1 wanT
TO GO BACK
TO THE CITY

TO TALK HER INTO
COMING HERE.
















WHY? SHE (SN'T
LIKE ATHALIE-



I'M NOT
SAYING SHE CAN'T
COME HERE I'M SAYING
YOU CAN'T LEAVE TO
GO AND GET HER.






BETWEEN
ATHALIE AND
THAT DEMON -
THERE (S5 NO WAY
THAT'S SAFE FOR




BUT
SHE 1SN'T
GOING TO COME
ON HER OWN- SHE
CAN'T! SHE NEEDS
HELP! JUST LIKE
I DID-
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S0 Yol
WANT ME TO
LEAVE HER THERE
FOR GOOD!?
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SAYING THAT-













NYRA?



YOU LOOK LIKE
YOU'RE FEELING
BETTER,

PRINCESS.
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