DENDRO HAS ASKED
ME... WHEN THE LAST TIME

I REALLY CRIED WAS...

I DIDN'T UdAvVE
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WHEN I WAS
RECOVERING IT
WAS MORE SHOCK
AND PHYSICAL PAIN...
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HAS IT REALLY
BEEN 13 YEARS SINCE
T ALLOWED MYSELF



TO CRY LIKE THIS
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I CAN'T STOP.







THIS 1S MORE
THAN GRIEF... IT
HURTS S0 MUCH

MORE...







ATHALIE...




i HATE MEK.



A ek 1 HATE HEK.

IE HEX. I 7 HATE |

 HATE PIER. ' HATE HEX.
i HAIE HEK.




I HATE
EVERYTHING
SHE STANDS

FOR...







I ALREADY LET
HER RUIN OVER HALF o
MY LIFE... I'M NOT GOING [ w@NLT
TO LET HER RUIN THE
REST OF IT.







I MAY
HAVE SEVERELY
UNDERESTIMATED
HOW DEEP THIS
RIVER RAN-







TUHIS IS
A VERY OVERWHELMING %
ENERGY....







IT'S OKAY,
TOBEN/

I GOT







IF SHE CAN
GET [T ALL OUT
NOW...

RELEASE
ALL THAT SHE
BURIED...

MAYBE T
WILL BE MORE BEARABLE
LATER-







IT WILL
HELP HER HEAL -
LIKE CUTTING THROUGH
A RO5E PLANT' IN ORDER










T'S OKAY,
CAMILLE. YOU'RE
SAFE.







YOU'RE NOT
ALONE.



THERE ARE S0
MANY PEOPLE WHO CARE
AND HAVE CARED ABOUT

YOU.










REMEMBER
THAT...










DADA!!













A DREAM?









A DREAM...

COMBINED WITH
A MEMORY.




PIECES THAT
YOU LOST IN THE

(' p]=
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MEMORIES
THAT You
FORGOT.

HARRIET SAID
THAT FATHER DIED
SHORTLY AFTER I

WAS BORN.

CHLOE AND I
HAVE TO BE AT LEAST
FOUR HERE.







FOUR YEARS
S SHORT WHEN IT
COMES TO THE LIFE
OF YOUR CHILD....

HE WANTED
TO SEE YOU AND
CHLOE GROW UP...

IN A WORLD FILLED
WITH NOTHING BUT LOVE,
AND S0 DID I...







I ALSO WANTED TO
GIVE YOU THE FREEDOM
TO EXIST IN PEACE...

THIS PLACE
S AN EXAMPLE OF
A CHOICE I'D PLANNED
TO HAVE YOU MAKE.

IT'S THE
GREAT TREE IN THE
CENTER OF THE LEROUX
ORCHARD.

IT IS WHERE
THEY SUMMON THEIR
FAMILIARS.






I WANTED You
TO BE ABLE TO CHOOSE...
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i
A FAMILIAR HERE OR THE
SEVERIN WAY.

TO EMBRACE
EVERY PART OF YOURSELF
THAT FELT BEST. NO MATTER
WHAT FAMILY YOU FELT
MORE CONNECTED TO.




I WAS
GOING TO CHANGE
EVERYTHING.

S0 THAT Yol
TWO COULD BE SAFE
WITHOUT HAVING TO HIDE.
I WANTED NOTHING MORE
THAN FOR YOU TO BE FREE
AND TO BE LOVED.






MY SISTER...

SHE DOESN'T

UNDERSTAND
FREEDOM.

SHE ONLY
KNOWS RULES
AND TRADITION.

SHE SEES
THE WORLD [N
BLACK AND

wall li=rc
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W u5”
V5 “THEM"

THE CONCEPT
OF “BOTH” OR PICKING
AND CHOOSING (5 NOT
SOMETHING SHE WAS
EVER VERY OPEN TO.

ALL THAT
EXISTS (5 THE
SEVERIN WAY.



I'M SORRY,
CAMILLE... I'M
SORRY SHE HAS
TAKEN S0 MANY
CHOICES FROM
yOU.







BUT YOU
CAN MAKE THEM
NOW...













I MISS
yOoUu AND CHLOE
S0 MUCH...


















I'M SORRY...

I STILL
CAN'T REMEMBER
YOUR VOICE...
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BUT I WILL
TRY... I DON'T WANT
TO SHUT PARTS OF
MYSELF AWAY
ANYMORE....
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