I KNOW
I WAS ON BOARD
WITH THIS IDEA BACK
AT YOUR PLACE







ARE WE
REALLY SURE THAT
STORMING A.E. LIKE A
GROUP OF VIGILANTES
15 THE BEST WAY TO
HANDLE THIS?










you SHOULD
GO TO THE
POLICE.

WELL I DON'T
THINK THEY WOULD
REALLY-







W-WAIT! WHY
JUST ME? THAT
IMPLIES THAT YOU'RE
STILL GOING!

YOU ARE GOING
TO LOOK LIKE THE
BAD GUY IN THIS
SITUATION/






THEN WHAT

EXACTLY DO YOU
SUGGEST ;NE DO,







JUST PRETEND

THAT LACEY WASN'T

KIDNAPPED AND THAT

DALLAS ISN'T DOING A
BUNCH OF ILLEGAL
SHIT FOR PROFIT?




THIS DOESN'T
FEEL SAFE.

BECAUSE

IT'S NOT.




I JUsT
DON'T WANT
yOU TO GET

HURT.

YEAU.THAT

WAS VELIX'S
MOTIVATION FOR
EVERYTHING










S IT
WRONG TO
WANT THAT?




DO
APPRECIATE
THAT Yol
CARE.

BUT I ALSO
NEED YOU TO
TRUST ME TO DO THIS
AND TRUST ME TO FIND
A WAY OUT IF THINGS
GO WRONG.




SNEAKING INTO A.E.
WAS ALWAYS PART OF
THE PLAN. NOW RESCUING
LACEY 1S AN EVEN BIGGER
AND MORE IMPORTANT
PART OF THAT SAME
PLAN.

AND WE NEED
TO GET LACEY OUT
FIRST OTHERWISE THE
POLICE ARE LIKELY TO
SEICE HIM AS EVIDENCE
OR SIMPLY DESTROY

HIM.

I WON'T
ASK YOU TO COME
WITH US BECAUSE (T
IS DANGEROUS-




_ d

AWET: ..



BUT THIS
1S5 SOMETHING
THAT I NEED

TO DO.




TUHIS FEELS
RIGHT TO ME.
I WANT TO DO
THIS...

T AFED TO



SELF-SACRIFICE...
WHAT A PAINFULLY
HUMAN TRAIT.

I HADN'T CALCULATED
HOW INGRAINED [T HAD




FEELS MORE
APPROPRIATE TO sAY
SELF-DESTRUCTIVE.

e



FOOLISH.
UNREASONABLE.

VEXATIOUS.




)

WHY COULDN'T

HE JUST...




THEN AGAIN,
HOW AM I ANY
BETTER?

HE OFFERED ME
THE OPPORTUNITY
TO PURGE MY MIND
OF ANY MEMORY OF

HIM AND I DIDN'T




AND NOW
WE'RE HERE.

ALRIGHT,
S0 I TRUST TO




HAVE TO.

BUT WITHOUT
you THERE WITH ME
THE POLICE PROBABLY
GOING TO THINK I'M dUST
SOME CN%L_JrﬁF’lRACV



BRICZ AND
I COMPILED A
BUNCH OF EVIDENCE
TOGETHER YOU'LL
HAVE THAT.

AND (F DALLAS
TRIES TO BURY IT
THEN WE WILL RELEASE
THE BACKUPS TO
THE PRESS.

THAT
ACTUALLY MAKES
ME FEEL A LOT




FOR A
MOMENT THERE
I FELT LIKE YOU
TWO WERE ACTUALLY
PLANNING ON
KILLING...







COME TO THAT,

I GUESS.

HERE,
THESE ARE
THE FILES.




NOT ONLY
DOES T CONTAIN
EVERYTHING THAT XADA
AND I KNOW REGARDING
LACEY AND THE
CHIP-

BUT ALSO
EVERYTHING THAT
I'VE HAD SINCE I
STARTED WORKING

WITH THEM.




DON'T BE
FRUSTRATED IF
THEY WON'T JUMP INTO
ACTION RIGHT AWAY. THIS
S MORE JUST TO CREATE
THE REPORT AND START
A PAPER TRAIL.




ONCE YOU'RE
DONE WITH YOUR
STATEMENT, COME TO
THE A.E. BUILDING AND
CALL 911 SO WE CAN
GET EMTS THERE
FASTER.







PLEASE
BE SAFE,







CALLING FOR
PARAMEDICS (5 JUST

A PRECAUTION, THAT'S
ALL. THANK YOU,
ERIK.

I HOPE

THAT LACEY
TURNS OUT TO
BE OKAY...
















ARE YOU
ALL SUITED
up?




WE SHOULD

HEAD OUT 500N,
TOO.
















ARE YOU
ALRIGHT -




oX
a=2
=
=
-










I SHOULDN'T
SNAP, T JUST...







I CAN
UNDERSTAND WHY
LACEY LEFT THE

WAY HE DID...

AS A RESULT (5 <0...
UNBELIEVABLE




THIS WHOLE
TIME I'VE BEEN
50 CERTAIN THAT
NO MATTER HOW ANGRY
VELIX WAS THAT HE
WOULD NEVER...

HE WOULD



DO 50METI—IING
LIKE THIS...

I WAS CERTAIN
THAT I COULD TRUST
THAT AS FACT, IF NOTHING
ELSE.. AND NOW LACEY
MIGHT BE...

I CAN'T...



COMPREHEND
(T.

MY HEART
STILL WANTS TO
SAY THAT I'M MISSING
SOMETHING. THAT VELIX
WOULDN'T DO THIS.

I KEEP...
WANTING TO SAY
THAT HE AND LACEY
WERE JUST...AMBUSHED
AND THEY RAN AWAY TO
HIDE TOGETHER...




FROM
WHAT I COULD
RECONSTRUCT OF
THE SCENE...

THERE WERE
ONLY TWO FIGURES
INVOLVED. PRESUMABLY

LACEY AND VELIX BY
THE SICE OF THE
FOOTPRINTS.






IF LACEY
S D-DEAD-

THEN (T'S
M-MY FAULT
FOR-



F-FOR
THINKING
THAT-







IT IS
BOTH OF OUR
FAULTS...

AND (T
5 NEITHER
OF OURS.

VELIX AND
LACEY MADE THEIR

OWN CHOICES.




YOoUu DON'T
HAVE TO FORCE
YOURSELF TO
COMFORT ME.




I'M NOT
FORCING MYSELF
TO DO ANYTHING.

I'M
COMMISERATING

‘ WITH YOU.







JUST
BECAUSE I DON'T
HAVE THE PHYSICAL
CAPACITY TO SHED
TEARS LIKE YOU AND
LACEY DOESN'T MEAN
THAT I DON'T
FEEL...

EVEN
THOUGH, RIGHT
NOW, I WOULD REALLY
RATHER I DIDN'T
FEEL ANYTHING.













LET'S GO

GET HIM
BACK.
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