YOou
PRACTICALLY
TOLD ME
YOURSELF.



YOU'RE

BEING
RUDE.

I ADMIT THAT
EVEN THOUGH I
THOUGHT YOUR FIXATION
ON HELPING HIM WAS
STRANGE...

I DIDN'T
PUT TWO AND TWO




BOTH MICHAEL
AND VELIX...INSECURE
MEN WHO LASH ouT




FEEL ENTITLED TO.

THAT LEACH

OFF OF KINDNESS
AND LASH OUT
AT CHANGE.

IT'S HARD
NOT TO IMAGINE
A WORLD WHERE HE
WAS RESPECTED.
AND WONDER



...HE WOULD
HAVE BEEN KINDER
TO ME...

A

YOU'RE
ALSO GENERALLY
OPTIMISTIC ABOUT
HUMAN NATURE AND
THEIR CAPACITY FOR

CHANGE.

ALL OF
THAT (5 A TERRIBLE




THAT'S ENOUGH.

I GOT S0 CAUGHT Up
THINKING ABOUT HOW
CHARMINGLY sMUG
yOU CAN BE...




THAT I FORGOT
THAT SOMETIMES
YOU'RE JUST AN

ASSHOLE.




I'M NOT
TRYING TO
UPSET YO,

LACEY.

I KNOW.
BUT YOU
FAILED.







I'M JUsT
EXPRESSING HOW
I FEEL FROM MY
POINT OF VIEW.

I THINK THAT
THE WAY YOU'RE
HANDLING THIS (5

DANGEROUS.




- i‘
AND FRANKLY??

ILLOGICAL.

YOU'RE
NOT THE ONLY
PERSON CAPABLE
OF LOGIC.




WELL, I'M
NOT EXACTLY
A PERSON-




YES. AND
THAT (S5 YOUR
BLINDSPOT.







HAVEN'T CONSIDERED
THEIR SIMILARITIES?

I HADN'T ALREADY
CONCLUDED THAT THEY
ARE FUNDAMENTALLY
DIFFERENT AT THEIR




NOT TO
MENTION YOUR
WHOLE SPEECH ABOUT
WANTING ME TO BE
SELFISH...

BUT THE
SECOND 1 WANT
TO DO SOMETHING
yOoU DON'T LIKE THEN
THAT'S OUT THE
WINDOW??




AND ON
TOP OF ALL
THAT-

THE
MOST PAINFUL
PART-




DO YOU REALLY
THINK THAT (F VELIX
REMINDED ME THAT MUCH
OF MICHAEL THAT I wouLD
LET HIM GET ANYWHERE
NEAR XADA AGAIN?







THAT I
WOULD PUT HIM
IN HARMS WAY JUST
TO TRY AND HEAL MY
OWN WOUNDS?

VELIX 15
FLAWED BUT HE
S DIFFERENT. 1 KNOW
IT. XADA KNOWS IT.

HE NEEDS HELP.

I CAN
FEEL IT.







I KNOW THAT Yol
WOULDN'T HURT XADA
INTENTIONALLY.




I JUST THINK
THERE ARE A LOT
OF FACTORS THAT
YOoU ARE CHOO3ING

TO IGNORE-




I WAS WRONG FOR WHAT
I SAID ABOUT VELIX
AND MICHAEL.

I..I'M SORRY
FOR DISPARAGING
YOUR INTELLIGENCE
ON THE MATTER BUT...
TO ME, THIS dUST
FEELS LIKE A
BAD [DEA.







THIS 1S NO GOOD.
WE'RE BOTH TOO
STUBBORN.

AN UNSTOPPABLE
FORCE AND AN IMMOVABLE
OBJECT...




yOU ARE
WORRIED ABOUT
ME. I DO
APPRECIATE
THAT.




I'M SORRY
FOR SNAPPING
AT YOU...




BUT...

I TOLD You
BECAUSE I WANT
you TO DO THIS

WITH ME.

BECAUSE 1
TRUST YOU TO
KEEP ME SAFE WHILE
XADA |5 RESTING...




AND BECAUSE
THIS FEELS RIGHT
TO ME. T WANT TO

DO THIS...

I NEED TO
DO THIS.










ARIVUYY U
TO GET THROUGH
TO YOU...




CAN YOU
TRY TO ASK HIM
TO TALK LATER?







IF HE REFUSES
THEN... FINE. T'LL
BE BACK BY 3 PM

TO TAKE YOU.













I THINK
THAT 1S A GOOD
COMPROMISE.







YEAH...

I GUESS WE REALLY
WERE ABLE TO MEET
IN THE MIDDLE,
HUW...?

STILL,
I HOPE TUAT HE
S WILLING TO MOVE
THE TIME OUT. I THINK
THAT REALLY |5 THE BEST
OF BOTH WORLDS...










TO GO CHARGE
up.






















I JUsT
REALLY DON'T
WANT YOU TO

GET HURT.

I DON'T
MEAN TO SOUND
LIKE AN ASSHOLE

ABOUT IT...



















MM-

THERE 15 A
CHARGING PORT
NEXT TO THE CHAIR
YOU CAN USE.













ALRIGHT ...
THAT







PLEASE SAY
YES... I DON'T THINK
BRICC WILL REALLY AGREE
TO GOING TODAY...

IT WILL START
A WHOLE OTHER
FIGHT...










I T —
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