

















THERE WAS
NO SIGN OF HIM

HE TOLD ME
HE WAS GOING TO







IT'S OKAY,
LACEY. YOU

CALLING HIM DID
REALLY HELP...

a

BASED ON
WHAT YOU SAID...
I FEEL LIKE HE'S JUST
GONE BACK TO A REGULAR
LEVEL OF MAD...

WHICH
S FAR LESS
ALARMING THAN
WHAT ERIK WAS
SAYING...






THE ONLY
THING TO DO
NOW (S WAIT...

HE HAS
A TENDENCY TO
RETREAT BACK TO
WHAT (S FAMILIAR TO
HIM WHEN HIS WORLD
1S CHALLENGED.

USUALLY

HE ENDS UP
WITH SOME KIND OF
NEW PERSPECTIVE

WHEN DIRECTLY
COMPARING THE
TWO BUT...




IN THIS
CASE T THINK
HE WENT HOME TO
HIS STUPID FUCKING
DAD AND HIS PIECE OF
SHIT STEP-MOM.










FUNNY WHENEVER
yoU GET 50 ANGRY

ABOUT SOMETHING
THAT WE DON'T HAVE
THE CONTEXT
FOR.

you JdUsT
GET SUPER
VENOMOUS OoUT
OF NOWHERE.

you
SHOULD DO
T MORE.




UGH. I'M NOT
SURE HOW MUcH
CONTEXT 1 COULD
EVEN GIVE YOU

SINCE [T'S
OVER 10 YEARS
WORTH OF JUST...
LIVING WITH IT.
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DAD- VICTOR
~ |  WOLLSTONE-
1S A LEGACY
OBSESSED

FREAK.

CONVINCING
HIM THAT YOU'RE
WORTH HIS MONEY (5
PROBABLY THE MOST
IMPRESSIVE THING A
BUSINESS CAN DO.




BUT OF
COURSE THOSE

EXPECTATIONS
EXTEND DIRECTLY TO
HIS UNNECESSARILY

LARGE FAMILY




AND VELIX, -
AS MUCH AS UE'D i — -
LOVE TO PRETEND 4
OTHERWISE, 15 THE Sy
BLACK SHEEP...

- &3
; HE'S IN A %;%
NEARLY CONSTANT  \/
BATTLE WITH HIMSELE
TO PROVE THUAT HE
15 WORTH HIS
NAME.




IN VICTOR'S
EYES, HE'S ALREADY
CUT HIS VALUE IN
HALF BY NOT WANTING
TO HAVE CHILDREN AND
ENDING THAT PART
OF THE BLOODLINE.

I HAVEN'T
STAYED FRIENDS
WITH VELIX FOR THIS
LONG BECAUSE I HAD
NO CHOICE...




WE'RE

FRIENDS BECAUSE
I'VE SEEN HIM.




HC' O AN AMACING
PERSON. HE'S SMART
AND HE'S FUNNY AND

HE CARES A LOT.

BUT THEN
ALL OF THE SUDDEN
HE'LL JUST sAY
SOMETHING S0
BACKWARDS...

AND THAT'S WHAT
1S S0 FRUSTRATING...
I WANT TO TELL MYSELF
THAT THE PARTS OF
VELIX THAT I DON'T LIKE
ARE JUST BIPRODUCTS

FROM HIS FATHER.

AND THAT
EVENTUALLY, IF I
WAS GENTLE OR

ENCOURAGING ENOUGH...
THAT HE'D GROW
OUuT OF IT...



MUCH OF IT IS5 JUST...
HIM? HOW MUCH OF (T
CAN'T BE SOOTHED
AWAY?




I READ
THOSE TEXTS
WHEN WE WERE (N
THE WAREHOUSE...




YOU REALLY
CONSIDER THAT
A BIPRODUCT?

TO ME THAT
JUST SOUNDS LIKE...
AN APPLE NOT FAR
FROM THE TREE
SITUATION.

THERE (5
NO WAY FOR ME TO
EXPLAIN THAT IN A
WAY TUAT WILL MAKE
EITHER OF US SOUND
GO0D, 50...







S0 YOU'RE
JUST GOING TO
STOP TALKING?

REAL MATURE.
I GUESS YOU TWO
ARE A MATCH
MADE-










NO. IT
DOESN'T MAKE
ANY SENSE.

I'VE GONE
OVER THE CALL
IN MY HEAD NOW

DOCENS OF

TIMES-




HE
SHOULD HAVE
UNBLOCKED
yod.




HE DIDN'T
SAY THAT HE
WOULD CONSIDER
IT.

OR THAT HE
WOULD DO T
LATER.




HE SAID
"YOU'VE CONVINCED
ME TO UNBLOCK HIM,

HAPPY 22"

I HAVE SPOKEN
TO HIM WHEN HE 15
EMOTIONALLY CHARGED. THIS
WASN'T LIKE THAT... FOR
ALL INTENTS AND PURPOSES
HE WAS CALM. LEVEL
HEADED.

S0 WHY??
WHY HASN'T HE
UNBLOCKED YOou

YET?




WHY HASN'T

HE REACHED
ouT TO Your




BECAUSE
HUMANS LIE TO
EACH OTHER AND

- THEMSELVES.




HAVE YOU
TRIED TO CALL HIM
SINCE THEN?? MAYBE
HE DID UNBLOCK YOUu
AND YOU JdUST
ASSUMED-




I'M SURE

THAT YOU DID
GET THROUGH

TO HIM.
BUT ALL
WE KNOW S THAT HE
WILL UNBLOCK ME
EVENTUALLY - WHEN
HE'S READY.




you HELPED
Us BOTH A LOT BY
HAVING THAT CALL,

THANK YOU.







YOU KNOW

HIM BEST, S0
HOPEFULLY HE'LL
REACH OUT
SOON...

THIS IS

MY FIRST TIME
GETTING BLOCKED
2 ( [ \} DEA




HE BLOCKS PEOPLE
ALL THE TIME...

UNBLOCKS ME
\ ADELR? T W



WEEKS THAT WILL
BE A RECORD/

YEAH.
OVER HERE.

AH- HEY
BRIcZ. DO YOU
HAVE MORE OF AN







WELL MY
FIRST INSTINCT (5
SOME SORT OF EMP
DEVICE THAT 15 TUNED
TO THE FREQUENCY
OF THE CHIP BUT...

WHAT
WERE YOU
THINKING?




I'M STRUGGLING
WITH THE LOGISTICS
OF HOW TO GET THAT

TO EVERY 1919...




LET ME
WORRY ABOUT
THAT PART. I HAVE
ACCESS TO AE'S
SYSTEM THAT Yol

DON'T.

IF YOU COULD
ACTUALLY BUILD
SOMETHUING THAT Yol
THINK WOULD WORK
THEN WE'LL GO
FROM THERE.




AHHH
WE'LL SEE. BUT
THAT'S GOOD
TO KNOW.

LEARN TO
TRUST YOUR
INSTINCTS




DID YOou
BRING FOOD,
TOO?

... FOR
YOURSELF?? TO
EAT?? BECAUSE
YOU'RE HUMAN?







.NO.

EHEUE..

I FORGOT.



YOUR TYPE OF
HUMAN (5 ALWAYS
THE SAME.

MORE FOCUSED
ON YOUR PROJECTS
THAN TAKING CARE

OF YOUR OWN

BODIES.




I'LL TAKE
CARE OF IT, YOU
CAN SET YOUR
STUFF UP HERE.
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HEY LACEY
DID YOU HAVE
ANY THOUGHTS




CALLING VELIX



















ARE YOU HERE
TO LECTURE ME ON



OF MY VACATION TIME
EVEN IF T LEFT THE
CONFERENCE EARLY?

WAIT....
YOU'RE...







WHAT ARE
you DOING?




DID CHARLES
SERIOUSLY GIVE
YOU ACCESS TO FREE
ROAM IN MY LABS?




I NEEDED
ACCESS TO YOUR
EQUIPMENT.

THERE WAS A
MEDICAL EMERGENCY.
1 “EE?-IEI:l[:A TO FIX







FIX “HIM"...?
WHO...













WHAT

DID YoUu
DO?/
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