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I'M REAL,
I PROMISE - 1 CAN
BE BETTER. I CAN
BE BETTER-




| am evaluating
tones that may
indicate DISTRESS?



help by pulling
upalistof s
MINDFUL BREATHING
TIPS?

WH-
NO! NO THANK
you U-NO.

PLEASE
GO BACK TO YOUR
CHARGING PORT.






















YOU'RE
RIGHT. YOoU

ARE REAL.







I KNOW
T, YOU KNOW







WE COULD
TALK ABOUT THE
SEMANTICS OF WHAT
IT MEANS TO BE
HUMAN...







I COULD
HOLD YOU UP
IN FRONT OF A
CROWD LIKE DIOGENES
AND DECLARE THAT Yol
MEET THE DEFINITION
OF A MAN-




Nl

OR ASSURE YOU
THAT HUMAN MINDS
FUNCTION IN SOME

CAPACITY LIKE
A COMPUTER WITH
ELECTRICTY.

OR THAT LAB
GROWN DIAMONDS
ARE IDENTICAL TO ONES

yOU COULD FIND IN
THE EARTH.







BUT THAT
DOESN'T
MATTER.







BRICC |5
RIGHT, TOO.

YOU ARE
DIFFERENT THAN
A HUMAN.







AND I'M
SURE HE HAD
VERY GOOD
POINTS.







BUT YOU'RE
NOT AN OBJECT
EITHER. OR A
TOVY.

YOU'RE
REAL, LACEY.







YOU'RE AS
ALIVE AS ME OR
ERIK.

OR ANYONE
ELSE.



















\ IF (T HELPS.

i .\
R I UNDERSTAND
WUAT (TS LIKE, IN
A WAY.



TO HAVE

SOMETHING ABOUT
VOURSELF BE 50



UNDENIABLY TRUE
TO YOUR CORE...

BUT
SOME PEOPLE, NO
MATTER WHAT You
DO OR SAY, SIMPLY
WON'T BELIEVE IT.

4

IT'S EXHAUSTING.







AND [T'S
SCARY, TOO, WHEN
yOU ARE TALKING TO
NEW PEOPLE... WONDERING
IF THEY WOULD LOOK AT
YOU DIFFERENTLY IF
THEY KNEW...




EVEN I(F
NOTUING ABOUT
YOU HAS REALLY CHANGED
BETWEEN THOSE TWO
MOMENTS - THEIR
PERCEPT Jgg OF YOoU










AND I'M
SORRY I GOT
THAT PERCEPTION
IN MY HEAD
TOO.

you SHOULD
KEEP CREATING
STUFF, IF YOU

WANT TO...







AND WHEN THIS
S ALL OVER, WE'LL
FIGURE IT OUT. A WAY
TO GET YOU RECOGNICED-
GET YOU AN ID- S0 YOou
CAN BUY A TICKET AND

FLY FIRST CLASS
EVEN.

HAHAHA...

PREMIUM

ECONOMY,
MAYBE.



COMPROMISE- \
BUSINESS
CLASS.










IS5 THERE...

ANYTHING
ELSE ON YOUR
MIND BEFORE
WE...




I GUESS
ONE THING...

YOU'RE
NOT... ASHAMED
OF ME.. RIGHT?




UF PEOPLE KNOWING
WHAT I AM... AND BEING
WITH ME ANYWAY...P




WHAT??
OF COURSE
NOT-

I'M NOT
ASHAMED - I DON'T
WANT YOU TO HAVE

TO HIDE-







HAVE TO EXPLAIN.




CORE BUT...
IT IS NICE
TO WEAR IT OUT

LOUD... 50 THANK
YOU.







WHAT ABOUT
yous ANYTHING
ELSE YOU WANTED
TO TELL ME?




NAHH...
I'M FEELING

PRETTY GoOD |
RIGHT ABOUT /A
NOW...
BUT DON'T



WORRY, I'LL
LET YOU KNOW I(F

ANYTHING-










DID YOU
HAVE A GOOD
NAP?







HUW...”?
BUT YOU
SAID...







A FEW HOURS AGO:

THANK You
FOR WANDERING
AROUND THE EXPO
HALL WITH ME/!







WHAT DO
YOoU WANT TO DO
UNTIL XADA GETS

BACK?













... T DID
SAY THAT.

BUT I WAS

NOT SUCCESSFUL
IN MY ATTEMPT.




OH SORRY,
WAS I TOO







I'M GOING.
DON'T WAIT

up.




DON'T
WAIT- ARE YOU
GOING TO BE GONE

ALL NIG-







THAT WAS
KINDA WEIRD...










WE PROBABLY
SHOULD SLEEP THOUGH,
WE HAVE A REALLY BIG
DAY TOMORROW.
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ARE YOU ALL
EXCITED FOR THE

SECOND DAY OF THE
SCI-EXPO/?
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