AND HERE (5
YOUR TABLE,
SIRS.




WHAT DO
YOoU MEAN
TEST??




PLEASE
SIT DOWN.

NO!
THAT WAS
A REALLY WEIRD
THING FOR YOU
TO SAY-

I'M NOT
HAVING DINNER
WITH YOU BECAUSE
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I WORDED
THAT POORLY,
BUT I CAN

ASIDE FROM

THAT I REALLY



. TO HAVE DINNER

WITH YOU-

HOW I WANTED TO
BREAK THE NEWS OF
YOUR AWARD IN THE FIRST

1}



I'M SORRY,
PLEASE.










ALRIGHT...
WELL THERE (S
NO REAL WAY FOR
ME TO sAY THIS
WITHOUT (T STILL
SOUNDING BAD-

SO LET
ME GET IT ALL
OUT FIRST...







YOU ARE
UNDERSTANDABLY
VERY PREOCCUPIED
WITH LACEY...




AND YOUR
DRIVE TO PROTECT
HIM... IT MAKES You

DEFENSIVE.

AND (T
REMINDS ME
OF HOW YOoUu

USED TO DEFEND

VELIX.







I DON'T THINK
THERE (5 ANYTHING
WRONG WITH YOU
BEING PROTECTIVE.

I JUsT
WANTED TO BE
SURE THAT LACEY
WASN'T GOING TO
Uust Tua'(l;uAGAIN5T







S0 I dUsT
WANTED TO SEE
FOR MYSELF HOW
HE'D REACT TO
ME PULLING YOU

AWAY.

AND I
CAN TELL FROM
THE WAY THAT
YOU ASKED-

IS IT OKAY
THAT I GO
WITH HIM>"
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.

-THAT YOoUu

WERE WORRIED
THAT HE WOULD REACT )
POORLY LIKE VELIX /
Uuseb TO.




UGH, THAT
LECTURE WAS
EXHAUSTING.




F U TYTAIVIVA

| GRAB DINNER
B WTH ME?




oW/
WE CAN TRY
THAT NEW GREEK

PLACE THAT OPENED
up - I CAN
DRIVE!







AHU... -

N somry. TKINDA N

[ OUST MEANT LIKE.. '
DINNER WITH ME AND |

\ HIM. MY BOYFRIEND. /

\_ LIKE ADATE. A




THEN WHY
DIDN'T YOU SAY
"XADA DO YOU WANT

TO GO ON A" EOATE







IF I
WANTED YOU
TO COME THEN I
WOULD HAVE SAID
"YOU GUYS WANNA GRAB
DINNER"” INSTEAD OF
JUST SAYING
XADA.




IT'S VERY
STRAIGHT FORWARD.




you GOTTA  \
ADMIT IT'S STILL \
KINDA FUCKED UP
TO ASK WHEN I'M
STANDING RIGHT
HERE!' __



WHAT I'M
HEARING [(S:

"YOU CAN ONLY
TALK TO XADA WHEN
I'M NOT AROUND.”

AND
ALSO- (F
I DO MESSAGE HIM
AND YOU CATCH HIM
LEAVING YOU END UP

COMING WITH HALF THE
TIME ANYWAY!!



OH! IT'M SORRY
MY PRESENCE (5
SUCH A HUGE
INCONVENIENCE,
ERIK.



XADA CAN HANG
ouT WITH WHOEVER
HE WANTS. LIKE HIS
BEST FRIEND.

DID YOU
EVER THINK THAT
MAYBE HE WANTS ME
AROUND BECAUSE DOESN'T
FEEL COMFORTABLE
BEING ALONE WITH
your

/7~ ARE You
FUCKING
DELUSION-
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OKAY OKAY
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S0 LET
JUST ALL GO GET
DINNER AND THEN

WE CAN GO
ON A DATE THIS
WEEKEND?

ERIK -




gy o




BUT THAT
DOESN'T-
HE-!




FORGET IT.
I DON'T WANT TO
BE WHERE I'M NOT
WANTED.










ON- DO YOU
AT LEAST WANT ME
TO BRING YOU BACK

ANYTHING???










AH, WELL :
[ 1T'5 ALL goOD! Y \\ |
2 50 you cAN'T
REALLY GO
WRONG.

— .
] Y
' o BT, it
s T

T R ‘1 et e
2 e
e, -.-':'{'- |"f E:: -

e S T



HOW LONG
HAVE YOU BEEN
FRIENDS WITH
VELIX?

UUHHH
START OF
COLLEGE- S0
CLOSE TO 3
YEARS?



= I SEE...

HE SEEMS...
A BIT POSSESSIVE OF
YOUR TIME... WHENEVER
WE TRY TO HANG
OouT.
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OH NO
NO! TT'S NOT



LIKE THAT!

HE'S JUST
NOT USED TO
BEING AWAY FROM

S0 HE'S dUST
ADJUSTING! IT'S
ALL GOOD-




HE DOESN'T
HAVE A LOT OF
FRIENDS - OR T

GUESS DOES
BUT HE SAYS THEY
ARE SHALLOW.

I THINK
YOU'D GET ALONG
SINCE SA%U BOTH...

I KNOW

YOU HAVE SOMETHING
N 2OMMOMN BUIT T




CAN'T REMEMBER
RIGHT NOW-

ANYWAY!
ONCE YOU GET
TO KNOW HIM HE'S
SUPER SWEET. UE
JUST DOESN'T WANT
ME TO GET HURT,
you KNOW?

”AVE”. AT
YOU...AH... |
LIKE ...

HAVE YoOU
BEEN IN SITUATIONS
WITH Guys IN THE
PAST THAT WERE...




YOU'RE l [ [ )
THE FIRST GUY
I'VE DATED SINCE
FIRST YEAR-
AND I ENDED b

THINGS PRETTY EARLY
ON BECAUSE HE WAS
BAD NEWS. -




WAS HE
REALLY OR...
DID VELIX MAKE
YOU BELIEVE-









WHAT'S
THE MATTER?



HE WROTE ME
| A WHOLE ESsAY
» AND TUHEN HE

BLOCKED ME-




HE MUST
BE REALLY UPSET...
I SHOULD GO TALK
TO HIM-

WHAT- ARE
YOU SERIOUS

SIEA1LI= AA\MAALD






HE BLOCKED
ME!

BECAUSE
HE FEELS ENTITLED
TO YOUR TIME.






WA
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AV I UAVEN'T
LONG AS HE
HAS...

-
o
W Wil

AND MAYBE
YOU'RE RIGHT, HE IS
JUST AGGRESSIVE BECAUSE
I'M A STRANGER RIGHT NOW
AND WE'D ACTUALLY BE

MINrec AT EirzbhbA\s &1
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BUT THIS
FEELS... WEIRD.
I REALLY FEEL
LIKE... IT'S NOT
GOOD FOR



T REALLY 7



LIKE YOU...
AND I REALLY
WANT THIS TO

WORK...

BUT EVEN

IF WE WERE JUST
FRIENDS THIS WOULD
BE... REALLY
CONCERNING...




I REALLY
LIKE YOU
100...



THAT'S
WHY T'D REALLY




LIKE IT (F YOU TWO
COULD GET ALONG
TOGETHER...

I DON'T
UNDERSTAND
WHY IT CAN'T
WORK...

I'LL FIX
THIS!

I'LL TALK TO
' HIM AND CLARIFY
SOME STUFF AND
IT'LL BE GOOD!







IT'LL
BE GOOD!!
I PROMISE!



Q€ / I iLL
{ CALL YOU
N AFTER-

NO/

I'LL COME
OVER! T'LL BRING
PlceA!!










FOR THE
RECORD... LACEY'S
RESPONSE WAS A
RELIEF...

I'M SORRY
FOR COMPARING
THE TWO OF



THE FACT THAT

WE DATED FEELS

LIKE DIFFERENT
REALITY. ANOTHER

IT FEELS
WEIRD TO TALK
ABOUT NOW AFTER 7
YEARS OF BEING

LIFETIME.




FRIENDS.

BUT WE
REALLY DID TRY,

HUU... FOR S MORE

MONTHS AFTER
THAT DAY...



CAN I...
CAN I ASK YOU
ABOUT... THE
NIGHT WE BROKE

ue?
BACK
THEN YOU SAID
yOU WEREN'T
READY TO TALK

ABOUT (T
BUT...




EVERYTHING
._ SEEMED LIKE [T WAS
GOING GREAT. YOU
| NEVER TOLD ME WHEN
yOoU WERE UNHAPPY
UNTIL YOU...




I JUST... I
JUST REALLY DON'T
WANT TO REPEAT
THE SAME MISTAKES
WITH LACEY...

FOR
US TO FALL
APART IN A FEW

MONTHS...

AH...
YES T THINK

IT'LL BE EASIER
TO TALK ABOUT ]
NOW... THAT NIGHT ja
I WAS...MM... &







I'M SORRY...
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I CAN'T
-
ANYMORE.
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