EVA?
WHAT'D YOU
FIND?







Ol NOTHING,
JUST LAUGHING

AT SOME KIDS OVER
EXCITED BY THE
EXHIBIT.







TODAVY...
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HARD TO
KEEP MY HANDS
TO MYSELF




YOU'RE THE
ONE THAT WANTED
TO LEAVE THE
ROOM TO SIT (N
ON A PANEL,

WHICH WE
SHOULD GET (N
LINE FOR RIGHT

ABOUT NOW.




AFTERWARDS
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DINNER,

WE'VE
GOTTEN ROOM
SERVICE TOO MANY
TIMES THEY ARE
STARTING TO
RECOGNICE OUR
ORDER.

|



IT ACTUALLY
WORKED OUT REALLY




wellL OIVCC DKICC
KNOWS HER-







IT'S KIND OF
LIKE... 3 BIRDS WITH
ONE STONE.

WE GET TO
CELEBRATE
XADA,




WE GET THE
CHANCE TO GET
INFO FROM DR.

eI

AND WE GET \

By OUT OF TOWN AND f

"N INTO MORE NEUTRAL K ”
GROUND FOR A

WHILE!










I WAS ABLE TO
BE OF HELP TO YOU
BOTH AND... YOUR

INTIMIDATING
FRIEND.







IT'S ALSO
NICE TO SEE

HOW MUCH MORE
CONFIDENT YOU
SEEM, LACEY.







AH, XADA.
ANY CHANCE
YOU WANT TO GRAB
DINNER? JUST US




IT'S BEEN

A WHILE SINCE
WE HAD A CHANCE TO
HANG OUT OUTSIDE




ou! veau
I'D LIKE THAT,
UH...




LACE,
S THAT...

OKAY WITH
your

IF I
dUST GO WITH
HIM...?




yEAH!
OF COURSE...

WHY WOULD
THAT BOTHER
ME~?







WHY DOES
HE KNOW THAT BUT
LACEY DOESN'T?







THERE'S
NO NEED FOR
CONCERN.

I'M NOT
VELIX 2.0, WE'RE
JUST FRIENDS. T WAS
THE ONE THAT BROKE
T OFF.







... AM
I DOING
SOMETHING
WRONG...7

WHY 1S5
EVERYONE MAKING IT
SEEM LIKE I'M REACTING
STRANGELY...




IF HANGING
ouT WITH You
MAKES HIM HAPPY
THEN T WANT HIM
TO DO I[T.

\ T\

XADA'S
HAPPINESS HAS
ALWAYS BEEN

MY GOAL.




BUT (F
YOU MAKE HIM
SAD T'LL PULL

A KNIFE ON
YA!



DINNER, BRICC
AND I WILL KEEP
LOOKING AROUND.
















ARE YOU .
REALLY
OKAY?



I WAS WILLING
TO LET YOU THROW
ME (N A.E.'S TRASH

COMPACTOR-

you THINK
I'M GOING TO
BE UPSET ABOUT
HIM HAVING DINNER

WITH IS FRIEND?




AND AT
WHAT POINT DOES
YOUR HAPPINESS

FACTQ{I_QP INTO
T




WOULD YOU
SMILE AND NOD (F HE
SAYS HE'D BE HAPPIER
WITH SOMEONE ELSE?

<,

SECURITY

...OR |F YOoU FOUND
SOMEONE OR SOME LIFE
CALLING... WOULD YOU

IGNORE IT BECAUSE THAT
WOULD MAKE XADA
SAD IF YOU LEFT?



YOU REALLY
ARE RELENTLESS
SOMETIMES-
I DON'T
HAVE TIME TO
WORRY ABOUT
HYPOTHETICALS
RIGHT NOW-
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IT'S NOT A
MATTER OF STRATEGIC
PLANNING -

T dUST
NEEDS TO BE CLEARLY
COMMUNICATED ONCE
IT COMES UP. THAT'S
ALL/




I SUPPOSE
MY DESIRE FOR THE
MOST CLEAR CUT
AND LOGICAL ANSWER
DOESN'T APPLY HERE,
YOU'RE RIGHT...










XADA TOLD
ME THAT TRAVIS
S5 BASED ON THESE
THINGS...

FILTERING THE
AIR AND TERAFORMING
THE EARTH WHILE MOST |

HUMANS WERE ON A /

THEY WERE
REALLY THIS
BlG...7



OH-
ABSOLUTELY

NOT. ruey were
MUCH BIGGER. MOST




MUUN | AIN CKAD DUIL O '
GOT UP TO 3 MILES
TALL. e I I I N If 11 10

A0S T




IN ORDER TO
MAKE A SIGNIFICANT
CHANGE ON A GLOBAL
SCALE THEY'D HAVE
TO BE...

NOW THEY
HAVE ALL SETTLED
INTO THE GROUND TO

JUST LOOK LIKE REGULAR
MOUNTAINS.
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EVEN WITU
THE SHEER SCALE
OF THAT PROJECT IT STILL
TOOK NEARLY S YEARS
TO BRING EARTH BACK TO
A REMOTELY VIABLE
STATE AGAIN.




FROM 2020
TO 2025 THE ONLY
HUMANS THAT WEREN'T ON
OFF-WORLD COLONIES WERE
THE ONES THAT VOLUNTEERED
IN RECOVERY EFFORTS, LIKE
XADA'S PARENTS.

THEY'RE
PRETTY FAMOUS
FOR [T, TOO.
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BUT WAIT-
THEN THEY SHOULD
BE HERE... RIGHUT?

WOULDN'T
THEY BE HAPPY
TO SEE XADA GET
AN AWARD FOR
HELPING PEOPLE?







THIS EXPO
S A BIG EVENT-
A LOT OF GLITTER
AND GLAM THAT THEY
MIGHT NOT ENJDOY.

PLUS SPACE
TRAVEL (S TOO
STRESSFUL FOR
SOME HUMANS...

=B

SURE THEY'LL
CONGRATULATE
\) T Lk

l'.ll ; s
.
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THAT'S TRUE.
THAT MAKES MORE
SENSE.

SENSE THAN
WHAT?




HAH...
WELL DESPITE

SAYING I DIDN'T
WANT TO THINK
ABOUT IT...

you
MANAGED

TO GET ME

WORRIED...




I HAVE TO
STAY SECRET
NOW BUT... ONCE THIS
S ALL OVER... WOULD
HE EVER WANT ME
TO MEET THEM?




I I RI1 T 1RIL S
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JUST... TOO
HARD TO
EXPLAIN?
WOULD HE
BE.. ASHAMED
OF ME?







REALLY A
VIABLE FUTURE WITH
SOMEONE HE'D HAS TO
CHECK IN AT THE AIRPORT
AS BAGGAGE?







SOUNDS
LIKE THE KIND
OF THING YOU CAN'T
STRATEGICE AND NEED
TO HAVE CLEARLY

COMMUNICATED.













HAVE A RESERV-

A SCI-EXPO
VIP, ARE WE?




RIGHT
THIS WAY
PLEASE, WE HAVE
SPECIAL SEATING
FOR YOU!




I WASN'T
EXPECTING
THAT WE'D GO
SOMEWHERE 50
FANCY,
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YyOou, OBVIOUSLY.

BUT...
IF I'M BEING
HONEST.




ALSO SORT OF
A TEST.

Last Chance to get Xada’s Jacket!
CAMPAIGN ENDS AUGUST F*T

CHASEANDMIRANDA.COM




LOVEB® T

Bv Chase Keels & Miranda M.
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