m
TV (5 ALL



YOURS WHILE
I'M ON THE

PHONE FOR




' AND THERE
ARE SOME SNACKS
IN THE FRIDGE
(F YOUUd....







ER..
WELL THOSE
BOOST BOT PACKS
ARE |N5'IE)I-IERE TOO






- MWV

CATCH You

UP ON THE REST

THAT YOU MISSED,
INCLUDING MY

BACKGROUND.

WHAT!

you TOLD
XADA YOUR ORIGIN
STORY!? T EXPLICITLY
ASKED YOU FOR
TUAT!




I DIDN'T
FEEL LIKE |
TALKING ABOUT




Al—l— yEA”r
HEY ERIK.

SORRY 1
JUST MISSED )
YOUR CALL... /

e | SRR - :

J'-.









YOU REALLY
ARE SUGAR SWEET
AROUND HIM,
HUH~?

HOW MUcH
OF THAT (S ON
HIM AND HOW MUCH
S JUST YOU BEING

PROGRAMMED TO
BE A PEOPLE

PLEASER?

'Yy
I ALREADY

TOLD Yod! you
CAN'T TELL ME
HE (1S9N'T NICE.

: --..'_‘:_‘- »




MAYBE.

I THINK HE
GETS SPICY
AROUND ME JUST
LIKE YOU DO.

HAVE YoU
CONSIDERED

THEN THAT THE
PROBLEM (S YOUR
BEHAVIOR?




NOW TELL
ME YOUR
STORY!




I'M SURPRISED

yOU CALLED ME

BACK SO FAST,
HONESTLY.

I WAS JUST
FINISHING UP
WRITING A SUMMARY
TEXT.



WELL,
I KNOW YOU'RE
NOT THE TYPE TO
CALL UNLESS IT'S
IMPORTANT S0...







JUST
PLEASE DON'T TELL
ME IT'S BECAUSE
VELIX [S BUGGING
yod.



WY WOULD

e i



VCLIA DC
CONTACTING
ME?




| e = A AP NP |



C AIVV UFr

BEEN AVOIDING
HIS CALLS...

S0 MUCH
THAT HE'D GET
DESPERATE ENOUGH
TO REACH OUT TO
ME OF ALL
PEOPLE?

I DON'T KNOW...
IT'S BEEN A REALLY
CRACY COUPLE OF
DAYS...




YEAH, WELL.
I SAW THE NEWS
S0... I GUESS T

GET WHY HE'D BE

FREAKING OUT.







THAT WHOLE
THING |5 A LIE!
LACEY DIDN'T - I MEAN-
IT WAS SELF DEFENSE
HE'S NOT VIOLENT-



I KNOW.
I KNOW.

THE CONVERSATION
I HAD WITH LACEY IN
THE HALL WAS ENOUGH
FOR ME TO GATHER
THAT MUCH.




BUT XADA...

YOU TOOK
HIM TO THE
HOSPITAL WHERE
PEOPLE KNOW

yod...

ld \ Yyou TOOK Rt o

HIM SHOPPING

IN A CROWDED
AREA...
)



IF ANYONE
REALICES THEY
SAW HIM AND GO

TO THE POLICE AND
ALSO DESCRIBE







I- T KNOW
I JUST NEVER
HAD TO WORRY
ABOUT THIS KIND

OF THING-
OKAY?

I'M NOT
SNEAKY!

MY ALIAS IS
JACKALOPE-



AND I
RUN AROUND
IN A DACKET
COVERED (N

JACKALOPES!!

I KNOW A
LOT OF TUINGS!
LIKE! A LOT!

BUT THIS
WHOLE SITUATION
5 A HUGE GRAY
AREA FOR ME!

AN






I THOUGHT...

AT THE TIME I
THOUGHT THE ONLY
REAL PROBLEM WAS
THE ONE BlG aUY
CHASING US...



BUT THEN
HE TURNED oUuT
TO B»E5 gh) ALLY

S0...
SHOWS WHAT
I KNOW...






I JUST...
I WANTED TO
HELP HIM.

I WANT TO
HELP PEOPLE
AS MUCH AS T
CAN...



AND (T
ACTUALLY BRINGS

ME TO THE MAIN
REASON WHY I WAS
CALLING...






YOoU KNOW
THE S.C.I
EXPO?

THEY DO A LOT
OF PRESENTATIONS
AND SUCH BUT THEY
ALSO GIVE OUT
AWARDS.



FOR VARIOUS
THINGS - BUT ONE (5
FOR LIKE... HUMANITARIAN




CIFrURN L & | VWU JelGiVG L

KNOWN AS THE “HUMAN
ADVANCEMENT AWARD”.

AND YOU
WON.






I SUBMITTED
YOUR NAME A FEW
MONTHS AGO-

WITH A

RECOMMENDATION
AND A LIST OF ALL
YOUR PROJECTS AND
WORK SINCE WE
GRADUATED FROM
TAU.







AND YOU GOT IT...
ALONG WITH AN ALL
EXPENSE PAID, FIRST
CLASS TRIP FOR YOU

AND A PLUS ONE.




IN A COUPLE
OF DAYS...







HAHAUA
HAHAHAA-






HAHA
HAHAHAHA

WHAT

THE FUCK- H A H A
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I
KNOW THAT
IT'S SHORT
NOTICE...

LIKE I SAID
I SUBMITTED T
A COUPLE MONTHS
AGO BEFORE...







MY ORIGINAL
PLAN FOR [F YOU
WON WAS GOING
TO BE MORE...

UH...
GRAND THAN A
PHONE CALL
BUT...



THE SHORT
NOTICE ISN'T
THE PROBLEM-

IT'S THE

FACT TUAT IT'S
FUNDED AND RUN BY
ASTROBLEME
ENTERPRISES!




yOoU THINK
THEY DON'T GET
NEWS IN SPACE? THAT
CHARLES DALLAS WOULDN'T
HAVE SENT THE MEMO
UpP THERE??



TO BE
HONEST-

THE ROBOTICS
BRANCH HERE (5
COMPARATIVELY S0
SMALL COMPARED TO
THE REST OF A.E...




I DON'T
THINK ANYONE (5
GOING TO RISK MAKING

A SCENE IF THEY
SEE LACEY AT
HEADQUARTERS.

DALLAS
ALREADY LOOKS
BAD ENOUGH.




AND JUST TO
BE SAFE...
I DUNNO. JUST
PUT HIM IN A

WIG.




AND I
MEAN...

I THINK
THIS 15 IMPORTANT
SO IF YOU CAN'T
BRING HIM THEN...




HE CAN
COME TO MY
PLACE AND 1 CAN
WATCH HIM FOR
you.




DON'T SAY
THAT LIKE HE'S

A DOG-

THAT'S
NOT WHAT I
MEANT!!



BESIDES-

IF HE 1S WIS OWN
DEDRSNON) | IKE VO(lI KEED



SAYING, YOU SHOULD
PROBABLY JUST ASK
HIM WHAT HE THINKS.

YEAH,
I KNOW, YOU'RE
- RIGHT...



AND...

THANK YOU,
ERIK.

THAT WAS
REALLY SWEET OF
YOU TO GO OUT OF
YOUR WAY TO PUT

MY NAME IN...
\ -~ A







dUST THOUGHT
YOU DESERVED
IT, THAT'S ALL.



AND 1
REALLY APPRECIATE
BEING ABLE TO TALK
TO YOU ABOUT ALL
THIS IN GENERAL.



IT REALLY
HELPS A LOT TO
KNOW THAT YOU'RE
THERE EVEN IF I DON'T
ALWAYS REACH
OouT...

NO PROBLEM,
MAN. JUST TAKE

CARE OF YOURSELF
OKAY?




OH AND
UH... YEAH IF...
VELIX DOES REACH
OUT TO YOU JdUST...
BE... GENTLE?







I'M
SERIOUS,
ERIK...



I DON'T
KNOW WHEN OR
IF I'LL EVER TALK
TO HIM AGAIN...

WE'VE NEVER
HAD A FIGHT
THIS BAD...

I JUST KNOW
HE'LL BE IN A
ROUGH SPOT FOR
A WHILE...



WELL I'M
NOT GOING TO
STAND AROUND
AND LET HIM BITCH
AT ME,

BUT I'M

NOT GOING TO
GO OUT OF MY WAY
TO BE CRUEL OR
WHATEVER.

|






I'LL FORWARD
ALL THE INFO AND
STUFF TO YOUR EMAIL
FOR TICKETS AND
SUCH.

AWESOME,
THANKS... TAKE
CARE, MAN.

you TOO,
XADA.


















AN AWARD
HUH...

WELL... LIFE
COMES AT YOU
FAST, I GUESS.




I... REALLY
WANT TO GO
BUT...










BRIcZ TOLD
ME HIS WHOLE
BACKSTORY, THEN
WE TURNED ON THE
TV AND SHE WAS

| s



IF SHE
HAS ALL THE
ANSWERS
THEN-




>>INCLUDING SPECIAL GUEST °
DOCTOR EVA VALASIA




I THINK
WE SHOULD
FIND A WAY TO
GET TO THAT
EXPO!










..WHAT'S
YOUR OPINION
ON WIGS?

I OOV E R G)I
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