XADA,
CAN 1 SPEAK
WITH YOU FOR A
MOMENT?

IN PRIVATE?









LACEY CAN YOU
WAIT IN THE
LOBBY FOR ME,
PLEASE”

OKAY...







NICE TO
MEET YOU
DOCTOR
ERIK.



NICE
TO MEET YOU
TOO, LACEY...






S0...
WHAT'S
up?







I HAD AN
INTERESTING
TALK WITH HIM N
THE HALLWAY.









IN FRONT
OF THE LOVEBOT
POSTER.






AND AFTER
HE SAID SOME...
STRANGE THINGS
FOR A PERSON
TO SAY...



I COULDN'T
HELP BUT NOTICE HE
HAS A BANDAID OVER
WHERE THE AE LOGO
NORMALLY WOULD

GO.






IS HE

Vi alllp? .



A -

SOME SORT
OF MODDING
EXPERIMENT?

I DIDN'T
THINK YOU WERE
THE TYPE TO BUY
ONE OF THOSE
THINGS.
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VELIX'S?
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S0 THEN
THAT'S
WORSE...

YOU KNOW HOW
THAT 1S WORSE
RIGHT?



HE HAS
TO BELONG TO
SOMEONE...

BUT YOU

HAVE HIM.

LIS




CUSTOMIZATION
15 VERY HicH
END.

I CAN'T EVEN
IMAGINE HOW MUCH
THAT WOULD HAVE
COST.




HE DOESN'T
BELONG TO
ANYONE.







AN



I'M NOT
TRYING TO GET
yOoUu IN TROUBLE.

THE EXACT
OPPOSITE,
ACTUALLY.




I WANT
TO HELP, IF YOU'D







I JUsT
WANT TO MAKE SURE
THAT YOU'RE SAFE AND
NOT GETTING YOURSELF
INTO SOMETHING REALLY
BAD WITH... WHATEVER
THIS IS.




YOoU HAVE A
KIND HEART.

HONESTLY, I
WOULD SAY TOO
KIND.




I DON'T WANT
TO SEE THAT USED

% AGAINST YOU. /

AH... T
APP||21E_CIATE

BUT I'M
FINE. I'VE GOT
T COVERED.



SORRY ERIK...
THERE (5 STILL
TOO MUCH I HAVE TO
FIGURE OUT FIRST.




AND AS LONG
AS THAT GUY 15
STILL AFTER US...




I DON'T FEEL
SAFE GETTING YOU
INVOLVED...

ISOLATING
YOURSELF WITH
THIS PROBLEM [SN'T
ANY BETTER.

IF YOl
AREN'T GOING TO
TALK TO ME ABOUT
T-




S THERE AT
LEAST SOMEONE
ELSE YOU CAN
LEAN ON°

DOES VELIX
KNOW °



HE'S NOT
TALKING TO ME
RIGHT NOW.






DON'T MAKE
THAT FACE!

I ALREADY
KNOW YOU DON'T
LIKE HIM!




HE'S FINE,
HE'S JUST A
DRAMATIC BABY.




RN

HE JUST
GETS WORKED UP

EASILY BECAUSE HE
CARES...



SURE,

FINE.
I DON'T
LIVE WITH HIM
S0 YOU DON'T HAVE
TO CONVINCE ME.







BUT THIS
WHOLE LOVEBOT
THING... I DON'T

KNOW.

you HAVE
MY NUMBER, JUST
PLEASE CALL ME (F
YOU NEED HELP.



THANKS...
AND THANKS FOR NOT
WANTING TO TELL
ANYONE.



I REALLY
APPRECIATE IT...



YOU DESERVE
A BEAR HUG.




AAUUGH-!



JUST GO ON
YOUR SHOPPING
TRIP, NERD!!



OKAAAYY
BYE BYE/!

SEE You
LATER/!
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SOFTY...

I HOPE YoUu
REALLY KNOW WHAT
YOU'RE DOING...




AND I
HOPE IT'S
WORTH IT.



EVERYTHING
5 ALL SET!

THANKS FOR
WAITING




yod

READY TO
GO’
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