


THERE'S
AANG!




WELCOME BACK,
TWINKLE TOES. TELL
ME YOU CAUGHT THE GUY
WHO EXPLODED MY
DAD’S FACTORY.

I CAUGHT HIM,
LITERALLY.




HE FELL OFF A
CLIFF, SO I HAD
TO RESCUE HIM.

HE WAS SO
GRATEFLUL HE GAVE
LUP WHO HIRED HIM TO

ATTACK EARTHEN
FIRE INDUSTRIES.

WHO WAS IT?
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ViE ANV T REM ARE
GOING TO HAVE

WORDS.

THE FIREBENDER
SAID HE WAS HIRED
BY TWO TEENAGE GIRLS,
ONE OF WHOM WAS A
SKILLED EARTHBENDER.

WHY WOLLD
AN EARTHBENDER
HAVE A GRUDGE AGAINST
EARTHEN FIRE INDUSTRIES?
MY PEOPLE SHOULD
KNOW BETTER
THAN THAT.
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WAS THERE A
REASON BEHIND
THE ATTACK?

THE FIREBENDER

DIDN'T KNOW. HE

WASN'T GIVEN
A REASON.




MY FACTORY WASN'T
THE ONLY ONE TARGETED
LAST NIGHT. SEVERAL OTHER
BUSINESSES WERE SABOTAGED
AS WELL. THIS SEEMS TO BE
MORE THAN RANDOM
VIOLENCE. IT FEELS
COORDINATED.

THERE'S SOMETHING
STRANGE GOING ON IN
CRANEFISH TOWN. SOMETHING
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LIKE A CATGATOR WAITING
TO LEAP OUT AND CLAIM
ITS PREY.







TIME
FOR TEAM AVATAR
INVESTIGATIONS TO DELVE
INTO THESE MYSTERIOLS
GOINGS-ON!



I CAN'T
BELIEVE YOU
STILL HAVE
THAT HAT.

I CAN'T BELIEVE
YOU EVER THOUGHT
I'D GET RID OF THIS

AMAZING HAT. DO YOU
KNOW ME AT ALL?



LAO, IF YOU GIVE
US THE NAMES OF THE
OTHER FACTORIES ATTACKED
LAST NIGHT, WE'LL TRY AND
FIND OUT WHO DID IT. THERE
MIGHT BE A CONNECTION.
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THANK YOU,
AVATAR.




DON'T LOOK
SO DOWN, SiIs.
IT'S JUST A HAT.

IT'S NOT THE
HAT. IT'S WHAT
YOU JUST SAID.

THERE'S SOMETHING
GOING ON BENEATH THE
SURFACE OF CRANEFISH
TOWN, BUT WE HAVEN'T
SEEN IT YET.



HAD ENOUGH
OF HANGING OUT
WITH APPA, MOMO?
LET'S GO FOR A WALK
IN THE CITY.

WHATEVER'S
HAPPENING HERE,
WE’LL BE ABLE TO HANDLE
IT. WE'RE TEAM AVATAR
INVESTIGATIONS.
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I HOPE SO.










FIVE FACTORIES
WERE ATTACKED LAST
NIGHT, ALL IN DIFFERENT
PARTS OF THE CITY, ALL WITH
DIFFERENT OWNERS. I THOUGHT IT
MIGHT'VEBEEN A BUSINESS OWNER
SABOTAGING HIS COMPETITORS,
BUT NONE OF THE FACTORIES
PRODLUCE THE SAME
THING.



DOESN'T SEEM
TO BE A CONNECTION
BETWEEN THEM.




THERE IS A
CONNECTION.
ALL THE FACTORIES
ARE OWNED BY
NON-BENDERS.

AND JUDGING
BY THE DAMAGE
DONE TO THE BUILDING,

THE ATTACKS WERE
__ MADE BY BENDERS.







LAO DID TELL US
THAT BENDERS WOLLD
SOMETIMES TARGET AND ROB
NON-BENDERS IN THIS CITY,
BUT WHY WOLULD ANYONE
BLOW UP A FACTORY?
NOTHING WAS STOLEN.
IT DOESN'T MAKE
SENSE.
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IT MAKES
PERFECT SENSE TO
ME, IF YOU THINK ABOUT
WHAT'S INSIDE THE
FACTORY.



WHAT'S
INSIDE?

BENDERS DESTROYED
A FACTORY FILLED WITH
MACHINES THAT CAN DO WHAT



ONLY BENDERS USED
TO BE ABLE TO DO.

MY SISTER IS
A BENDER. SHE CAN
DO THINGS THAT I COULD
NEVER DO. I'M FINE WITH
THAT, I'M GOOD AT
OTHER STUFF.




LIKE
WEARING
THAT HAT? LIKE

BEING GREAT
AT WEARING
THIS HAT.




BUT REMEMBER
HOW WE JUST FINISHED
FIGHTING A WAR WHERE A
REALLY EVIL FIRE LORD TRIED
TO TAKE OVER THE WORLD
LUSING BENDING?

BENDING IS A
SKILL THAT ONLY
SOME PEOPLE HAVE.



AND SOME
BENDERS USE THAT
SKILL TO OPPRESS OTHER

PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY
NON-BENDERS.

AND NOW THERE
ARE MACHINES THAT
MAKE THINGS A LITTLE
MORE EQUAL--



-=WHICH MIGHT
MAKE CERTAIN
BENDERS FEEL
THREATENED.
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MORE THAN
THREATENED. THEY
MIGHT FEEL LIKE THEY
WERE ABOUT TO LOSE
EVERYTHING.
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AND PEOPLE LIKE
THAT MIGHT HIRE A
MUSCLE-BOLUND FIREBENDER
TO BLOW UP A FACTORY.
OR FIVE FACTORIES.







GUYS, I WANT TO TALK
TO THE BENDER-OWNED
BUSINESSES OF CRANEFISH
TOWN AND ASK THEM TO HELP THE
NON-BENDER-OWNED BUSINESSES
THAT HAVE BEEN DAMAGED.
TRY AND BRIDGE THE GAP
BETWEEN BENDERS AND
NON-BENDERS
IN THIS CITY.

THE USUAL

AVATAR THING?
WHEREVER THERE'S




A GAP, YOU'LL
BRIDGE IT.

EXACTLY. AND
I THINK I KNOW
THE PERSON TO

START WITH.
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THIS WAY,
AVATAR AANG.
COLINCILWOMAN LILING
WOLILD BE DELIGHTED
TO SEE YOU.
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NON-PALACE HOUSE
I'VE EVER SEEN.

EH, I'VE LIVED
IN FANCIER.

DO YOU REALLY THINK
THIS COUNCILWOMAN WILL
LISTEN TO YOU?Z SHE MIGHT
NOT WANT TO HELP THE
NON-BENDER-OWNED
BUSINESSES. THEY'RE
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e LUIVIFETTTURD,
AREN'T THEY?

COUNCILWOMAN LILING
WAS THE ONE WHO SUGGESTED
ESTABLISHING A POLICE FORCE
IN CRANEFISH TOWN, TO STOP

THE VIOLENCE IN THE CITY.
I THINK IT'S WORTH TRYING
TO CONVINCE HER
TO HELP.
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I GLUESS
WE’'LL SEE WHAT
SHE SAYS.
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AVATAR AANG!
WELCOME TO MY
HUMBLE HOME! I'M

SO GLAD YOU
CAME RY
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! "HUMBLE"?  ?
« HAS SHE SEEN .
‘ THIS PLACE?

THANK YOU
FOR SEEING ME,
COLINCILWOMAN
LILING.



PLEASE, CALL
ME LILING. WE'RE

ALL FRIENDS HERE.

YOU KNOW, I
HEARD THE AREA
CRANEFISH TOWN IS
BUILT ON WAS SACRED
TO THE AIRBENDERS. ‘
IS THAT TRUE? A+




YES! THERE
WAS A FESTIVAL
HERE, A LONG TIME AGO.
IT HONORED ONE OF THE
PREVIOUS AVATARS,
YANGCHEN.

IS IT DIFFICULT
FOR YOU TO SEE
HOW MUCH THIS AREA
HAS CHANGED? IT MUST BE

VERY DIFFERENT FROM
WHEN THE AIRBENDERS
WERE HERE.
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WELL, IT
CAN BE.

I KNOW PROGRESS IS
IMPORTANT, BUT I'D HOPED
THIS CITY HAD PROGRESSED
A LITTLE MORE...SLOWLY.
OR AT LEAST WITH MORE
RESPECT FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT.




I LUNDERSTAND,
AVATAR. I GREW LP IN
A SMALL VILLAGE NOT FAR
FROM HERE. WHEN I WAS
A CHILD, THIS REGION
WAS MOSTLY PRISTINE
WILDERNESS.







IT'S STRANGE HOW WE
ALWAYS SEEM TO WANT TO
RETURN TO THE SAFETY OF

OUR CHILDHOOD HOMES, ISN'T IT?
I SPENT MOST OF MY ADLULT LIFE

IN BA SING SE, BUT THE MOMENT

THE WAR WAS OVER, I CAME
BACK HERE AND STARTED

MY BUSINESS.
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I ONLY WISH I
COULD HAVE DONE
MORE TO, WELL, GUIDE
THIS CITY’'S DEVELOPMENT.
I REGRET THAT, AVATAR,
I REALLY DO.

THAT WAS WHAT 1
WANTED TO TALK TO
YOU ABOUT, THE FUTURE
OF CRANEFISH TOWN.



ARE YOU
PLANNING TO...
STAY IN OUR HUMBLE
TOWN, AVATAR? THAT
IS A SURPRISE.

G

A

I'M NOT SURE YET,
BUT THERE'S A PROBLEM
I WANT TO HELP SOLVE,

AND THAT MIGHT TAKE

SOME TIME.

WHY DOES
SHE KEEP CALLING
THINGS HUMBLE WHEN
THEY'RE REALLY
NOT HUMBLE?
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LAST NIGHT,
SEVERAL FACTORIES
WERE SABOTAGED.

I KNOW, I
HEARD. HOW
HORRIBLE.

I SAW A LOT
OF TENSION BETWEEN
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WHEN I ARRIVED IN THE CITY
YESTERDAY. LAST NIGHT'S
ATTACKS MAY HAVE BEEN
BENDERS TARGETING
NON-BENDER-OWNED
BUSINESSES.

I'M HOPING
PROMINENT BENDER
BUSINESS OWNERS WILL
SUPPORT NON-BENDERS IN
THEIR TIME OF NEED.




IT MAY GO A LONG
WAY TOWARD EASING
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN

THE TWO GROUPS.

I'VE SEEN
THIS CONFLICT
FOR MYSELF AVATAR.
IT’S VERY DISTURBING,
AND IT HAS NO PLACE
IN OUR CITY.

I'M HAPPY TO
SUPPORT MY FELLOW
CRANEFISH TOWN BUSINESS

OWNERS, AS A GESTURE
OF GOODWILL.













THAT'S
GREAT--
MOMO!




MAYBE 1 CAN FIX
IT. DO YOU HAVE
A DRAWING OF THE
ORIGINAL DESIGN?

DON'T WORRY,
AVATAR. MY DALGHTER
CAN REPAIR IT, SHE'S
A VERY TALENTED
EARTHBENDER.

YALING?
WILL YOU JOIN
LUS? BRING YOUR
SISTER, TOO.






AVATAR, THESE
ARE MY DAUGHTERS,
YALING AND RU.

.......

NICE TO MEET
YOU. SORRY ABOUT
THE STATLE.




NO WORRIES,
AVATAR.







SEE? GOOD
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WOW! THAT'S
FANTASTIC
EARTHBENDING.

YOU THINK
YOU'RE A BETTER
EARTHBENDER
THAN ME?




KNOW 1'M
BETTER.

CAREFUL WITH

THAT! IT'S MADE FROM
A VERY RARE PIECE
OF METEORITE=-










YOU--YOU CAN
METALBEND?




UM, ARE YOU
AN EARTHBENDER
TOO, RU7

I'M NOT
ANY KIND OF
BENDER.




RU HAS OTHER
TALENTS.

LIKE ME! THERE’'S
NO WAY KATARA CAN
WATERBEND A BOOMERANG.
THAT REQUIRES PLRE

NON-BENDER
SKILL.




IT'S...AMAZING.
YOUR CONTROL OVER
THE METAL IS
PERFECT!




YEAH,
METALBENDING
IS PRETTY COOL.

THAT'S WHY 1
INVENTED IT.

HEY, Y'KNOW
WHAT ELSE IS COOL?

I WENT UP TO THAT CLIFF

THE OTHER DAY, WHAT'S IT

CALLED?Z LADY TIENHAI'S

CLIFF? YOU EVER BEEN

UP THERE?



ME? NAH,
NEVER BEEN
LIP THERE.




OOH, MAKE
IT CHANGE
SHAPE AGAIN.

SURE,
HAPPY TO.




)
= ©
£ <
=Z
D233
2 YaVe!
AHUESE
DSGH -
EUN <<
NE &Rl nw
4a9sduo
J3EJga
HVNSTOoOw
Foow <
UTD.C
Ona
NEF
mH
O
-




AND I'LL
PUT IN A GOOD WORD
FOR YOUR BUSINESS WITH
FIRE LORD ZUKO. I'M SURE
HE'LL BE GRATEFLIL
FOR YOUR HELP.

/ THANK YOU,
AVATAD BIIT TII<T



HELPING MY NEIGHBORS
IS REWARD ENOLIGH.







I REALLY
WANT TO LEARN
METALBENDING. WILL
YOU TEACH ME?

IT'S A
TOUGH SKILL
TO MASTER. NOT
EVEN THE AVATAR
CAN DO IT.

I KNOW I CAN
LEARN WITH YOUR HELP.
ONLY THE GREATEST
EARTHBENDER OF ALL




HIME COULY INVENT
METALBENDING.

I'M GLAD
YOU THINK SO.

I DO! PLEASE
TEACH ME,
SIFU TOPH.




YEAH,
OKAY. BUT ONLY
BECALUSE I LIKE BEING

CALLED SIFU.

MEET ME
TOMORROW MORNING
ON THE BEACH BY THE
DOCKS. WE'LL START

TRAINING THEN.




YALING,
WHAT ARE YOU
DOING?



-----------------
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WHAT DO

YOU MEAN, WHAT
AM I DOING?

YOU REALLY
THINK IT'S SMART
TO HANG AROLIND THE
AVATAR’'S FRIENDS?




LIGHTEN UP, RU.
TOPH'S A BENDER,
SHE'LL COME AROLIND TO
OUR SIDE EVENTUALLY.




THINK IT'S A
GOOD IDEA...

I DON'T CARE
WHAT YOU THINK.
I WANT TO LEARN

METALBENDING, AND
THIS IS HOW I GET

TO DO THAT.



DON'T TELL MOM
I'M MEETING TOPH.
SHE'S GOT ENOUGH TO
WORRY ABOUT WITH THE
RALLY TOMORROW
NIGHT.




—

WHATEVER YOU
SAY, YALING.
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THE LAST AIRBENDEK.
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