GENERAL
OLD IRON! I AM
THE AVATAR,

WHO YOU
ARE.




WELL, THEN YOU
KNOW IT'S MY JOB
TO MAINTAIN BALANCE
BETWEEN THE HUMANS
AND THE SPIRITS.

GENERAL, 1
KNOW ABOUT THE
AGREEMENT THAT

YOU AND--







QUIET! T WAS
ONCE TAKEN IN BY
THE CHITTERING OF ONE
OF YOUR PREDECESSORS.
NO MOKRE.

I'VE COME TO
DO WHAT 1 SHOULD
HAVE DONE LONG
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NOT TODAY, Yy
YOLU'RE NOT! ) 4 )
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HOP TO IT,
TEAM BEIFONG!
THE AVATAR NEEDS
OUR HELP!




HEY! WEREN'T
WE JUST TRYING

TO FIGHT HIM OFF
A SECOND AGO?




AANG WON'T
BE ABLE TO GET
ANYWHERE WITH THAT
GIANT SPIRIT BECAUSE
OF ITS IRON ARMOR!

WE'RE GONNA
PEEL IT OFF SCALE
BY SCALE TO GIVE THE
AVATAR A FIGHTING
CHANCE!




THIS’LL BE
JUST LIKE FOREST
BOWING TO THE
EAST WIND!

AW. I HATE FOREST
BOWING TO THE EAST
WIND ALMOST AS MUCH AS
SPIDER-ANTS BENEATH
STOMPING FEET!

TAKE YOUR
STANCES, STEADY
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FOLLOW MY LEAD!

AND STRONG! THEN

1




IT'S WORKING!
KEEP IT LP!










AANG! YOU
GOT A CLEAR

SHOT NOW, RIGHT
IN HIS CHEST!

GO BACK INTO THE
AVATAR STATE AND GIVE
HIM EVERYTHING




WHAT IS
HAPPENING

NO, TOPH! WITHOUT
HIS ARMOR, A SHOT
LIKE THAT MIGHT BE TOOQO
MUCH FOR HIM TO TAKE!
I CAN'T RISK IT!







ARE YOU OUT
OF YOUR GOURD,
TWINKLE TOES?! HE'S
ABOUT TO CRLISH
You! DO IT!




YOoU?! YOLFRE THE
ONES RIPPING MY ARMOR
FROM ME?! HOW DID YOU
MORTALS DEVELOP SUCH

| L ) POWER?! HOW DARE YoOU
| AR \D USE IT AGAINST ME?!
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HOW DARE
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DARK ONE, I'LL
HOLD HIM OFF!
YOoU cUYS RUN/



WE'RE NOT
LEAVING YOU,
SIFU TOPH!

THE BITTER GRIP
OF DEATH IS STILL
SWEETER THAN
DISLOYALTY?

NO! GENERAL
OLD IRON, LEAVE
THEM ALONE! IT’S

ME YOU WANT!




I'M THE
AVATAR! I'M

THE ONE WHO LET
YOU DOWN!
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STAY AWAY
FROM MY
FRIEND!




GENERAL
OLD IRON!

OH NO!
I DIDN'T
MEAN TO--




LATE...FOR
MY KIND...

LONG AGO,

I WAS MUCH MORE
POWERFLL THAN YOU
HUMANS. NOW, LOOK
AT ME. AND LOOK
AT YOU.




LADY
TIENHA| REFUSED
TO ACKNOWLEDGE IT,
BUT I WAS RIGHT . I
WAS RIGHT ALL

MY GIRLFRIEND
IS A HEALER, ONE
OF THE BEST IN
THE WORLD!

LET HER
LOOK AT YOUR
WOLIND--




MY AGREEMENT WITH
YOUR PREDECESSOR ONLY
STAVED OFF THE INEVITABLE.
THERE IS NO LONGER A
PLACE FOR SPIRITS IN
THIS WORLD.

NO! DON'T
YOU GET IT?
THAT'S WHY

I’M HERE!




IT'S MY JOB TO
MAINTAIN BALANCE
BETWEEN THE SPIRITS

AND THE HUMANS!

YOU REPEAT THOSE
WORDS OVER AND OVER
LIKE A MANTRA, BUT YOU
ARE ONLY FOOLING
YOLURSELF.




WHENEVER THE
BORDER BETWEEN OUR
TWO WORLDS GROWS INTO
A RIFT, THE AVATAR WILL
ALWAYS SIDE WITH
THE HUMANS.

THE AVATAR

IS, AFTER ALL,
A HUUMAN.




IT DOESN'T
HAVE TO BE LIKE
THAT, GENERAL!

STAY!
I'LL PROVE TO
YOU THAT BALANCE
IS POSSIBLE!




AT THE CORE OF
HUMAN NATURE IS THE
WILL TO DOMINATE. LOOK
INTO YOUR OWN HEART AND
YOU'LL SEE THAT IT'S TRUE.

THERE CAN BE NO
BALANCE BETWEEN
THE SPIRIT WORLD AND
THE HUMAN ONE.




I PAY
HOMAGE TO YOU,
YOUNG HUMAN.

FOR YOU HAVE
VANQUISHED ME.













THAT COULDN'T
HAVE BEEN EASY,
ATTACKING THAT SPIRIT.
I MEAN, WITH YOU
BEING THE AVATAR
AND ALL.

BUT YOU
SAVED ME AND
MY STUDENTS.

SO...UH...










I KNOW

STAY WITH ME!

MY DEAR
FRIENDS,
YOU'VE BEEN THROUGH

A LOT, BUT PLEASE,



REBLIILD WITH
ME! I PROMISE IT
WILL BE WORTH YOUR
WHILE, AND NOT JUST
FINANCIALLY.

HEY, I HEARD
YOU'RE THE ONE
WHO BUILT THAT
REMARKABLE
MACHINE!




AFTER ALL,
THE EARTHEN
FIRE REFINERY IS
THE FUTURE.




LET'S BUILD
THE FUTURE
TOGETHER!




WHAT'D
YOU THINK? =
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NOT AS GOOD
AS THE SPEECHES
I GIVE AT THE SCHOOL,
OF COURSE, BUT
NOT BAD.




...AND, WELL,
YOU REMEMBER
AUNTIE ASHUNA'S
SEAL JERKY?

DO I EVER! WHEN

I WAS SIX, I BROKE
MY TOOTH TRYING TO
EAT THAT STUFF!




NIYOK, NUTHA,
EXCUSE ME. AANG
LOOKS LIKE HE MIGHT
NEED SOMEONE
TO TALK TO.




IT WAS SO
GREAT TO CATCH
LP WITH YOU

BOTH!

ABOLT NOT
GOING BACK HOME...
I'M SORRY. I MISS
THE TRIBE SO MLCH.
I'M GOING TO--

STOP. 1 ACTED
LIKE AN IDIOT.




ALL RIGHT?

YOU AND
SOKKA, YOU MAKE
LS SOUTHERN WATER
TRIBERS PROLUD.



HOW
AWFLL! WHAT
HAPPENED?”

ALL THOSE
EARTHQUAKES,
MAYBE?” I'M

NOT SURE.




GENERAL OLD
IRON BELIEVED THAT
THE SPIRITS NO LONGER
HAVE A PLACE HERE.
WHAT IF HE'S RIGHT?

WHAT IF THE
SPIRITS ARE...ARE...
JUST RELICS OF THE
PAST, WITH NO FLTURE
IN THE HUMAN WORLD?

THAT
CAN'T BE
TRUE, AANG.



I BELIEVE IN

| THE AVATAR. I
\ BELIEVE IN YOLU. ‘
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YOU'RE BETWEEN
THE SPIRITS AND US. IF
YOU HAVE A PART IN OLR
WORLD’S FUTURE, THEN
THE SPIRITS MUST
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MAYBE YOU
OUGHT TO TALK TO
ONE OF YOUR PAST
LIVES ABOUT IT.

I DON'T
KNOW... WE'RE
TALKING ABOUT THE
FUTLRE, AND THEY'RE
MY PAST LIVES.




I DON'T

THINK THE PAST
AND THE FUTURE ARE
SEPARATE.

THEY'RE
CONNECTED, YOU
KNOW? BY TODAY.
BY US.

e

FIND ME
IF YOU NEED
ME, SWEETIE.
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I KNOW. YOU POOR
CRANEFISH DON'T HAVE
A STATUE TO PERCH
ON ANYMORE.







YOU AREN'T
JUST NORMAL
BIRDS, ARE YOU?”

AVATAR
AANG.







WE ARE--
I AM--LADY
TIENHAI.




I WAS
ONCE CARETAKER
OF THIS PLACE. LUNDER
MY WATCH, THE SEASHORE
WAS BEAUTIFUL, BUT ALSO
STAGNANT, CHARACTERLESS,
AND LUNCHANGING.

THAT IS,

LUNTIL A SMALL
GROUP OF HUMANS
BUILT A MAGNIFICENT
CITY HERE.

"AFTER MY FRIEND
GENERAL OLD IRON LEFT
ME, I BEGAN A NEW TRADITION.
ONCE A YEAR, I WOULD TAKE THE
FORM OF A HUMAN FOR A NIGHT
AND STROLL THROUGH THE
CITY'S STREETS.



"I MARVELED
AT EVERYTHING THE
HUMANS CREATED.

"ON ONE OF THESE VISITS,
I MET THE CITY’'S PRECOCIOUS
YOUNG PRINCE. HIS CURIOSITY WAS
ENDLESS, AND SO WAS HIS ENERGY. HE
MADE THE MOST BEAUTIFUL THINGS~-
MACHINES AND BOOKS, SCLULPTURES
AND BUILDING DESIGNS.

"I WANTED TO ALWAYS —
BE NEAR HIM. I WILLINGLY =

ACCEPTED MY HUMAN FORM o
AS PERMANENT, EVEN THOLIGH IT et
MEANT THAT I WOULD EVENTUALLY | \ ||’_

EXPERIENCE A HUMAN DEATH. [\
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"MY PRINCE
EVENTUALLY BECAME
KING, AND WE LIVED

IN HAPPINESS FOR
MANY YEARS.







"WHEN I DIED, HOWEVER,
THE KING BLAMED HIMSELF.
HE BELIEVED HE HAD SEDUCED ME
INTO GIVING LUP MY ORIGINAL,
IMMORTAL FORM."







BUT YOU
DIDN'T DIE. YOU'RE
HERE RIGHT NOW.

YES. MY DEAR KING
WAS BRILLIANT, BUT HE
WAS WRONG. SPIRITS DON'T
DIE. WE SIMPLY TAKE
ON NEW FORMS.

GENERAL OLD

IRON WAS WRONG AS S
WELL. IT IS NOT HUMAN
NATLRE TO DOMINATE

BUT TO CREATE.
/
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1 DON'T KNOW, LADY i f
TIENHAI. WE PROMISED |
TO PRESERVE AND PROTECT H\
THIS PLACE, AND WE
FAILED.

YES, HUMANKIND i

FALTERS EVERY NOW AND
THEN, BUT YOU KNOW HOW TO
LEARN FROM YOUR PAST MISTAKES.
YOU'VE DONE IT BEFORE, AND
YOU CAN DO IT AGAIN.

I BELIEVE THAT
LULTIMATELY, YOU WILL
CREATE A CIVILIZATION THAT
PRESERVES AND PROTECTS
EVEN AS IT GROWS.




DO YOoU
LUNDERSTAND? THE
SPIRITS WILL ALWAYS
HAVE A PLACE IN

THIS WORLD,

AS LONG AS
YOU--AND HUMANS
LIKE YOU--CREATE
ONE FOR LS.

BUT HOW CAN YOU
BE SURE THAT WE'LL
DO THATZ? HOW CAN

YOU KNOW?




I DON'T
KNOW, YOLING
AVATAR.







LATER.
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WHAT WAS
THAT FOR?!

THE REFINERY'S
BEEN OPEN FOR
ALMOST TWO WEEKS AND
YOU HAVEN'T INVITED
ME BACK YET!

WEREN'T
WE SUPPOSED TO
START SOME KIND OF
PARTNERSHIP?!




WELL, I WAS
SORT OF EXPECTING
YOU TO WALTZ BACK IN
WHENEVER YOU FELT
LIKE IT.

WHAT?!
MY FATHER
RAISED ME BETTER
THAN THAT!

MEAT KEBABS!
GET YOLIR FRESH




MEAT KEBABS
RIGHT HERE!

JUST LIKE A
SHISH KEBAB, ONLY
WITHOUT ALL THE STUFF

YOU DON'T LIKE!

KITES WITH
STRINGS? SOKKA
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A LOUD PARADE
INSTEAD OF A QUIET
PROCESSION?

WHEN YOU SAID WE WERE
COMING BACK HERE FOR A
CELEBRATION, I THOUGHT WE
WERE GONNA GIVE YANGCHEN'S
FEST/VAL ANOTHER GO.

BUT THIS
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AIR NOMAD-LIKE
AT ALL.

IT'S NOT ...
BUT IT ALSO
KIND OF /S.

WE'RE CALLING
IT THE SPIRITS’
FRIENDSHIP
FESTIVAL.

SAME
TRADITION,
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